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OUR CHARTER:
•	 We provide effective ways for donors to make  

charitable contributions.

• We advise on strategic giving priorities.

• We invest gifts to grow and sustain giving.

• We offer services to simplify giving.

• We work with donors to empower giving.

• We lead initiatives to inspire giving.

• We strengthen local nonprofits to excel in governance.

Our end goal is to improve the quality of life in the Flathead Valley, which includes 
supporting nonprofits that provide valuable resources to our communities. 
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Whitefish Community Foundation FROM THE 
BOARD CHAIR
We began 2021 hopeful that it would be a year of “returning to normalcy.”   
Alas, it was not to be, and this virus continued to affect us throughout the year. 
Our community members and non-profit organizations were under tremen-
dous strain. 

We called on our donors for help, and they generously and graciously re-
sponded. Our Circle of Giving grew to more than 130 members. These core 
donors are passionate about making a difference in people’s lives. Since 
2015, Circle of Giving donors have contributed more than $5 million through 
the Foundation’s robust grant programs. As a result of the generosity of our 
donors, Whitefish Community Foundation was able to support several critical 
projects and programs in 2021.

While I’m expressing gratitude for the generosity of our Circle of Giving,  
I would like to acknowledge two members who went above and beyond for 
our community. Since its early days, Whitefish Community Foundation has  
operated out of a charming house owned by Mike and Barb Jenson. Last year 
Mike and Barb made a tremendous gift to the Foundation when they donated 
the house to the organization. Thanks to the Jensons, the Foundation now  
has a permanent home in the heart of Whitefish. 

Looking forward, we are aware that the pandemic has profoundly affected the 
Flathead Valley. It has shifted where and how people live and work. We have 
seen unprecedented growth, which along with other factors, has led to an  
increase in housing costs and created a crisis for many people who are find-
ing it very challenging to obtain affordable housing. We are working closely 
with donors and concerned citizens to help address this critical issue. We  
believe every community member deserves a chance to build a quality life in 
this place we all love.    

I would like to thank Linda Maetzold for providing a steady hand for the past 
three years as Board Chair. As always, Linda Engh-Grady provides inspiration, 
enthusiasm, and leadership as she challenges the Board and 
staff to achieve more than we thought possible.  

We welcome and appreciate your feedback and 
continued involvement in our mission and 
work. Thank you for believing in what we do 
and helping us keep our communities strong 
and vibrant. We are changing lives together!    

COMMUNITY
IMPACT
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changing

Lives
together

$58M
Cumulative Grants to 

local nonprofits since 
inception in 2000

$29M
Total Donor Advised 

Grants to Nonprofits 
since 2000

(more on page 26)

$17M 
GRANTED through  

the Great Fish  
Community Challenge  
since inception in 2015

(more on page 14)

$2.24M
Community Grants 

Awarded since  
inception IN 2000 

(more on page 19)

$669,000
Major Community  

Project Grants  
Awarded since 2010

(more on page 20)

$1M
GRANTED in the   

Day of Giving & Unity,  
a Giving Tuesday Event 
SINCE inception in 2020

(more on page 23)

Ardy Whisler 
Board Chair 
2022



Mike and Barb Jenson
“I have been personally involved with Whitefish Community Foundation since its inception, and I still believe it is 
part of the solution to problems Whitefish and the Flathead Valley will face in the coming years. As long as people  
believe in the organization, see the potential for good, and support it, Whitefish Community Foundation will continue 
to be successful.
Whitefish Community Foundation has been a co-occupant of our building on Second Street West since shortly after 
I closed my gallery there in 2004. When Barb and I began to consider the future of the building, we agreed that  
making it the Foundation’s permanent home just felt right. Not only does this gift go a long way toward ensuring the 
existence of the Foundation, it also takes care of where it will be physically located in the future. We like the thought 
of Whitefish Community Foundation being here rather than it being simply sold for another business. This is not only 
a gift to the Foundation, it’s also a gift to Whitefish. We very much enjoy living here!”
Mike Jenson co-founded Whitefish Community Foundation in 2000 along with Connie Heckathorn, John Kramer, 
Roxanne Rogers, and Dave Stewart. The Foundation would not be the place it is today without Mike’s vision,  
creativity, and kindness. He and his wife Barb generously transferred ownership of 214 West Second Street to  
Whitefish Community Foundation in September of 2021. The Foundation is humbled by this gift and beyond grate-
ful to the Jensons for providing us with a forever home.

WCF | Annual Report 2021 5

“As long as people believe in the organization, see the potential for good, and support it,  
Whitefish Community Foundation will continue to be successful.”

–Mike and Barb Jenson

(Photo-left): Whitefish Community Foundation



Maetzold Family
“Charlie and I met in Bigfork in 1979. Charlie had recently purchased the local town café, the Buffalo Café, and I was 
beginning a new career in Kalispell at Conrad National Bank. We married and in 1983 moved our young family and 
the Buffalo Café north to Whitefish, with the goal of skiing more and working less. Well, the “working less” part in the 
restaurant business took another 37 years to accomplish, but along the way our family business remained in White-
fish and now includes our two sons, their wives, and grandkids. We have also been fortunate to have made many long 
and fulfilling relationships that continue to connect us deeply to our beloved Whitefish and Flathead Valley.
We were first introduced to Whitefish Community Foundation over 20 years ago when the founders were brainstorm-
ing over morning coffee at the café. As we watched the Foundation grow, we were impressed by the positive impact 
this energized organization was having in our community by bringing together committed donors and nonprofits 
to benefit our Valley and lift our neighbors in need. It was an easy decision to become involved with the Whitefish  
Community Foundation and the Circle of Giving as a tangible way to give back to a community that had supported 
our family business for so many years.
We have seen our Valley grow tremendously over the years, and the simple concept of “give where you live” reso-
nated deeply with us. We love our town and trust the Whitefish Community Foundation to use our donations to make 
the greatest impact on the lives of everyone in the Flathead.”
Linda Maetzold has been highly involved with Whitefish Community Foundation since the early days, serving on the 
Board of Directors and in various officer roles. She served as Board Chair from 2019-2021, leading the organiza-
tion through a period of rapid growth and bringing us to a new level of excellence in governance. While serving as 
Board Chair, Linda participated in every committee to ensure she had a thorough understanding of the scope of the  
Foundation’s work. She continues to serve as the Chair of the Nominating and Governance Committee. 
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“…the simple concept of ‘give where you live’ resonated deeply with us.”

–Maetzold Family 

(Photo-left): Whitefish River
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Tom and Teresa Quinn
“Many years ago we came to Whitefish to visit our youngest daughter, Caeli. We fell in love with this little town, 
bought a home, and set out to learn about the local area. We had the great fortune to meet Richard and Carol  
Atkinson and John Kramer and quickly learned from them about the needs of the community. They steered us  
directly to the Whitefish Community Foundation. Soon afterward, we transferred our charitable giving from our Family  
Foundation in Orlando to our Donor Advised Fund with Whitefish Community Foundation. We have greatly enjoyed 
the opportunities to help fund selfless nonprofits and their programs.
We can think of no other organization in this part of Montana that is such a source of inspiration as Whitefish  
Community Foundation. It is an honor and a pleasure to be part of such a dynamic and grounded institution. The early 
founders were wise and dreamed big.
It is the most FUN thing we do. It is also the most satisfying. To watch the Foundation and the benefiting nonprofit 
organizations grow and prosper, to see the services they provide for their constituents, and to be witness to the relief 
they provide for so many people is truly awe-inspiring.”
Tom and Teresa Quinn became active with Whitefish Community Foundation shortly after they moved to the  
Flathead Valley. Over the past 14 years, Whitefish Community Foundation has worked with the Quinns to further 
their charitable giving. Tom served for seven years on the Board of Directors and for 12 years on the Grants Commit-
tee. Tom and Teresa’s daughter, Caeli Quinn, is following in her parents’ philanthropic footsteps and recently joined 
the Board of Directors. 
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“We are grateful to all who have worked so hard  
to make the Foundation a community treasure!”

–Tom and Teresa Quinn

(Photo-left): McDonald Creek



Andrew and Linda Viens
“When we relocated from Houston to Kalispell in 2014, we made quite a few friends and were enjoying life under the 
Big Sky but were struggling to find the right charities to support. It was pretty easy when we lived in Houston but not 
so easy here as we vetted a number of organizations and weren’t satisfied with what we learned. We love to ski and 
a few seasons ago we got really cold in the parking lot putting on boots and schlepping skis across the lot to the lift. 
A friend suggested we join Whitefish Community Foundation’s Patron Ski Pass Program. We called and talked with 
Linda Engh-Grady and learned how the program benefits local charities.
Next ski season came, and we got our locker and passes. Our locker happened to be next to Betsy Bayne’s. Betsy 
was a longtime member of the Foundation’s Board of Directors, and we enjoyed visiting with her. Betsy would tell us 
about special grants the Foundation had awarded to various organizations, as well as what their broader programs 
were accomplishing. It was clear to us that the Foundation knew the community and was very focused in its mission. 
We spoke with Linda a bit more, and it became an easy decision for us to become members of the Circle of Giving. 
As the population of the Flathead Valley continues to grow, so do the needs of our local communities. We really  
believe that Whitefish Community Foundation is a great way to serve these needs. The Foundation continues to raise 
more funds to meet these needs every year. You can see what a great job they are doing by looking at the results of 
the 2021 Great Fish Community Challenge.” 
Andrew and Linda Viens joined the Circle of Giving in 2018 and represent a growing number of Kalispell-area  
donors who have become active with Whitefish Community Foundation in recent years because they see the  
positive impact their gifts are making on the entire Flathead Valley.
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“We encourage everyone to show their determination to assist those in need,  
and we believe there is no better way than the Whitefish Community Foundation.”

–Andrew and Linda Viens
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circle of giving
The Circle of Giving is Whitefish Community Foundation’s core group 
of donors who see the value of philanthropy and what it can do to change 
lives. Circle donors support the mission of the Foundation with an annual gift 
of $5,000 or more, with donors giving as much as $50,000. The Circle allows  
donors to pool their resources to create maximum impact multiplied over 
hundreds of charitable projects and programs. The Circle is the backbone of 
the Great Fish Community Challenge, making it possible for the Foundation 
to organize and host the Challenge and provide a strong matching grant 
each year. Ninety-six percent of gifts made to the Circle of Giving directly 
support the Foundation’s grant programs and the Great Fish Community 
Challenge. Four percent of Circle gifts support the Foundation’s operations.

Anonymous (1)
AGL Foundation
Teri and Jeff Allen
Kate and Chip Andrews
Brent Appelgren
Val and Beau Armstrong
Carol and Richard Atkinson
Lisa and Bob Bailey
Julie and Summerfield Baldridge
Ledjie and Phillip Ballard
Sharon and Dean Baltzell
Charlene and Stephen Barasch
Trish and Rick Bartoskewitz
Cindy and Mogens Bay
Betsy and Bill Bayne
Dee and Jim Beightol
Tierney and Jon Beizer
Linda and Terry Bell
Bonnie and Rick Billuni
MaryAnn and Bill Bindley
Sandy and Dick Boyce
Tara and Matt Brister
Beth and Jerome Broussard
Rockwood Brown  
   in Memory of Marilyn
Lindsey and Todd Burris
Eileen Bocci Campbell
Dorothy and Luther Campbell
Missy and Pat Carloss
Janice and James Case
Maureen Casey
Jane Kollmeyer and Terry Chute
Marie and Brian Clark
Dyan and Michael Colby
Jim and CK Coles
Anne and John Collins
Linda Cornutt
Stacy and Michael Covey
Katherine and Gordon Cross
Beverly and Larry Dale
Scott Darkenwald
Candy and Eddie DeBartolo
Jane and Gary Decker
Lynnette and Mark Donaldson
Debbie and Robert Douglas
Nora and Blake Dunlop

Kate and Ross Dworman
First Interstate Bancsystem Foundation
Michael Fraser
Fun Beverage
Barbara and Mike Gallagher
Laura and James Garbacz
Kathy and Greg Garrison
Marion and Duff Gerrish
Tanya and Judah Gersh
Adele Goldberg
Cheryl Watkins and Dick Gordon
Linda Engh-Grady and Dave Grady
Cindy Granmo
Colleen and Peter Grant
Sarah and John Graves
Cameron Blake and Sandy Gray
Cindy and Joe Gregory
Shirley and John Griffith
Jill and Christopher Gwaltney
Jes and John Hagale
Mary Lloyd and Dick Harding
Stephanie and Fred Harman
Margo and Gary Harrod
Shannon and Brian Haycox
Patty and Bob Hayes
Kelly and Robert Hayes
Jill and Grant Henderson
Suzanne and Richard Hildner
Cheryl and Brad Howard
Bill Howard
Ila B. Dousman Fund
Iron Horse Foundation
Barbara and Mike Jenson
Ann and Paul Jeremiassen
Ann and Bill Jones
Robyn and Mark Jones
Brenda and Jonny Jones
Rachel Kelton
Maureen and John King
Jon McBride and John Kramer
Julie Williams and Marshal Kushniruk
Mignon and Jay Latimer
Gerry and Frank Leftwich
Sherry and Dave Lesar
Kristen Sramek and Josh Lozman
Linda and Charlie Maetzold

Thank you  
to our Circle of Giving  

members for helping us  
create impactful grant  

programs and grow the  
Great Fish Community  

Challenge into a highly  
successful fundraising  
platform for Flathead  

Valley nonprofit  
organizations.

We encourage you to join this extraordinary group of donors 
inspring our communities to give through the Great Fish Community 
Challenge and making good things happen in the Flathead Valley.

circle 
of giving

Circle of Giving  
is the backbone of 
all the Community 

foundation’s  
grant programs.

Names in bold represent  
donors who have given  

at the Circle level for five years  
or more, demonstrating  

their long-term commitment to 
improving the quality of life 

 in the Flathead Valley.
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Allison and Rick Magnuson
Janet Mayo
Rhona and Jerry Meislik
Lori Miller
Ellen and Matt Moran
Barbara Morris
Nichola Opdycke
Sandy and Dan Perl
Coco and Ross Pickert
Blanche Puffer
Quinn Family
Nikki and Doug Reed
Melinda and Rick Reed
Sue and Hank Ricklefs
Karen and Ron Rosenberg
Kim and George Ruhana
Char Rygg
Stacy Schlinger
Mark Schmidt
Marie and Mike Shaw
Janna and Jamie Shennan
Ashley and G. Stacy Smith
Linda Smith
Lucy Smith
Carole and Roger Spragg
Margy and Rob Stevens
Nancy and David Stokes
Jill and Jim Stroud
Meg and Chris Temple
Kristen and John VanDenburgh
Linda and Andy Viens
Lori and Robb Voyles
Dori and Bill Walton
Katie and Ben Ward
Leslie and Mike Warning
Boots and Alan Warrick
Carol Bibler and Jim Watson
Byrdie and Ken Wessels
Ardy and Steve Whisler
Judy and David Williams
Mary and Hal Williamson
Bet and Doug Wise
Susan and John Witt
Debra Wolf

2021 Allocation:

60% Great Fish Community Challenge
24% Community Grants, Discretionary Grants, Major and Micro Grants
12% Community Emergency Response Fund
4% Whitefish Community Foundation’s Operations
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$1,409,000
donated to the circle  
of giving program IN 2021

130
Donors in 2021

$10,842 
average gift size in 2021
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what is the great fish  
community challenge?
The Great Fish Community Challenge is truly a community-driven 
effort, inspiring greater giving and participation from across the Flathead 
while building awareness about the critical work of our local nonprofits. The 
Challenge brings us together through a single, high-profile, and collective-
ly beneficial event. Since 2015, the Great Fish Community Challenge has 
raised over $17 million for more than 75 Flathead Valley nonprofit organi-
zations. Whitefish Community Foundation organizes the Challenge free of 
charge for qualifying nonprofits. 

• Abbie Shelter............................................................. $155,540
• Backpack Assistance Program................................. $85,893
• Big Brothers Big Sisters NW Montana.................... $37,414
• Bob Marshall Wilderness Foundation..................... $57,594
• Boys and Girls Club of Glacier Country.................. $64,348
• Braveheart Chaplain Ministry................................... $33,941
• CASA for Kids............................................................. $178,883
• Center for Restorative Youth Justice....................... $70,510
• Child Bridge............................................................... $131,442
• DREAM Adaptive Recreation................................... $121,363
• Farm Hands—Nourish the Flathead......................... $99,799
• Flathead Area Mountain Bikers................................ $40,957
• Flathead Audubon Society....................................... $35,632
• Flathead County Sheriff’s Posse............................... $32,668
• Flathead Food Bank.................................................. $89,160
• Flathead Land Trust................................................... $67,196
• Flathead Rapids Youth Soccer................................. $34,466
• Flathead Valley Community College Fdn............... $86,357
• Flathead Warming Center........................................ $63,807
• Flathead Youth Home............................................... $64,167
• Foy’s to Blacktail Trails............................................... $34,827
• Friends of the Flathead Avalanche Center............. $35,990
• Gateway to Glacier Trail............................................ $35,218
• Glacier National Park Conservancy......................... $109,344
• Glacier Nordic Club.................................................. $54,830
• Glacier Skate Academy............................................. $26,582
• Glacier Symphony & Chorale................................... $63,585
• Hockaday Museum of Art......................................... $34,505
• Humane Society of Northwest Montana................ $102,421
• ImagineIF Library Foundation.................................. $41,150
• Intermountain Children’s Services........................... $47,316

TOTAL  
RAISED 
by the nonprofits participating in the  
2021 Great Fish Community Challenge 
including the match
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• Kalispell Education Foundation............................... $33,861
• Lighthouse Christian Home & Services.................. $66,654
• Montana Children’s Medical Center Fdn............... $54,358
• Montana Conservation Corps.................................. $50,679
• Montana Kayak Academy......................................... $16,987
• Nate Chute Foundation............................................ $104,097
• North Valley Food Bank............................................ $130,788
• North Valley Hospital Foundation........................... $91,556
• North Valley Music School........................................ $126,717
• North West Montana Veterans Food Pantry........... $55,407
• Project Whitefish Kids............................................... $81,552
• Ravenwood Outdoor Learning Center................... $39,761
• Samaritan House....................................................... $110,803
• Shepherd’s Hand Free Clinic.................................... $66,453
• Sparrow’s Nest of NW MT......................................... $126,746
• Stumptown Art Studio............................................... $34,971
• Tamarack Grief Resource Center............................. $15,914
• The Nurturing Center................................................ $31,802
• The Wave.................................................................... $16,300
• Whitefish Community Center................................... $38,167
• Whitefish Community Foundation.......................... $83,380
• Whitefish Dog Park.................................................... $65,789
• Whitefish Firefighters Association........................... $32,919
• Whitefish Lake Institute............................................. $71,766
• Whitefish Legacy Partners ....................................... $226,087
• Whitefish Review....................................................... $39,184
• Whitefish School District Education Fdn................ $49,656
• Whitefish Theatre Co................................................. $86,404
• Whitefish Veterans Support Team........................... $62,139
• Wings Regional Cancer Support............................. $31,575
 

$4,200,643
WCF provided a  

percentage match 
on the first $20,000 

raised by each  
nonprofit for a  

maximum matching 
grant of $11,200  
per organization.
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$17M
RAISED SINCE INCEPTION IN 2015

$4,200,643
RAISED IN THE 2021 CHALLENGE FOR 61 CHARITIES

56%
MATCH ON THE FIRST $20,000 RAISED  
BY EACH PARTICIPATING CHARITY

$665,739 
TOTAL MATCH AWARDED  
MAXIMUM MATCHING GRANT OF $11,200

28% 
INCREASE in funds RAISED THROUGH  
THE 2021 CHALLENGE over 2020

$285,000 
cost to organize the 2021
Great fish community challenge

changing lives

together



great Fish 
special awards
The Whitefish Community Foundation recognizes the work of outstanding 
nonprofits each year.
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corporate citizenship award
whitefish lake restaurant  
to charity of its choice $2,500

russ and Mary Jane Street 
community service award $2,500

Flathead Warming Center
Jean Howard was a wonderful friend of Whitefish and the Community Foun-
dation. To honor Jean’s memory and her philanthropic heart, Jean’s family 
established the Jean Howard Memorial Award in 2016. In 2021, the Howard 
family selected the Flathead Warming Center to receive the Jean Howard 
Memorial Award.  The Warming Center is open every night from late fall until 
April, offering low-barrier shelter to those in need during the coldest nights. 
Through the 2020/21 season, the center served 207 unique individuals for a 
total of 3,120 shelter stays. The center completed renovations in their new, 
permanent home in late 2021, doubling their capacity and opening shower 
and laundry services for anyone in need.

jean howard  
memorial award
$5,000

great 
fish 

award
$7,500

Nate Chute Foundation
The Corporate Citizenship Award is given each year to a local business that 
goes above and beyond to support the Great Fish Community Challenge and 
participating nonprofits. Doug Reed and his team at Whitefish Lake Restau-
rant have been looking out for our local nonprofit community for decades. 
The restaurant has hosted hundreds of nonprofit events, provided catering 
for auctions and fundraisers, often dedicating their own staff to assist. Every 
nonprofit participating in the Great Fish Community Challenge has benefitted 
from Doug’s support of the Circle of Giving and the countless ways Whitefish 
Lake Restaurant helps run successful events throughout the year.

connie heckathorn 
Cheers for volunteers award $2,500
Backpack Assistance Program, in memory of Traci Stolte
Connie Heckathorn passed away in 2020, leaving a rich legacy of community 
projects and volunteer service. In honor of Connie’s commitment to volun-
teerism, Whitefish Community Foundation recognizes another outstanding 
volunteer, Traci Stolte, whom we lost in October 2020. Traci worked tirelessly 
to elevate the Backpack Assistance Program. Under her stewardship, food  
became healthier and the program grew to serve over 175 kids each week in 
the Whitefish School District and at Olney-Bissell School.  

Doris Schumm  
community spirit award $2,500
North Valley Food Bank
In November 2009, Whitefish lost a beloved community member and friend, 
Doris (Dorie) Schumm. In 2010, Whitefish Community Foundation received a 
bequest from Dorie, who had the foresight to set up a charitable remainder 
trust in 1999 before the Foundation even existed. In 2021, North Valley Food 
Bank received the Doris Schumm Community Spirit Award for their work to 
alleviate hunger and address food insecurity in Whitefish and nearby com-
munities. As a dedicated volunteer at North Valley Food Bank for many years, 
Dorie would have been thrilled that she continues to have an impact on an 
organization that mattered so much to her.

DREAM Adaptive Recreation
Russ and Mary Jane Street were on the original Board of Directors of Big 
Mountain Resort and were part of the dirty dozen who founded Whitefish  
Winter Carnival. In 2002, Mary Jane Street set up a charitable remainder 
trust and selected Whitefish Community Foundation as the beneficiary. The 
Russ and  Mary Jane Street Community Service Award is given annually to an  
organization honoring the Streets’ service to our community.  In 2021, DREAM 
Adaptive Recreation received the Russ and Mary Jane Street Community Ser-
vice Award for their work to break barriers and ensure individuals with disabil-
ities have the opportunity to enjoy outdoor recreation in the Flathead Valley.  

Abbie Shelter
As the most prestigious award presented by Whitefish Community Founda-
tion every year, the Great Fish Award recognizes a nonprofit that has made 
a significant contribution to the betterment of the Flathead Valley while also 
proving to be an enthusiastic Great Fish Community Challenge participant. 
In 2021, Abbie Shelter received the Great Fish Award in recognition of the 
critical services they provide to local victims of domestic and sexual violence. 
Over the past six years, they have leveraged the Challenge to expand grass-
roots support, growing from 50 donors and $46,000 raised in 2015 to 361 
donors and $144,470 raised in 2021.
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Whitefish Community Foundation’s Kids Fund was established in 2019 as 
an initiative to help address child homelessness in the Flathead Valley.  The 
goal of the Kids Fund is to support small and large-scale programs in the 
areas of health, safety, and education that mitigate challenges and prevent 
local youth from becoming homeless. To date, Whitefish Community Foun-
dation has awarded $180,000 in Kids Fund grants to local nonprofit organi-
zations, including these five grants awarded in 2021:

$50,000 awarded to Boys & Girls Club of Glacier Country
To provide after-school programing to more than 75 K-8 students from Hel-
ena Flats School, East Evergreen Elementary, Evergreen Junior High, and 
the Flathead Crossroads Program. Trained Boys & Girls Club staff mem-
bers lead students through various educational projects designed to instill 
healthy habits, build life skills, and cultivate leadership traits. 

$50,000 awarded to CASA for Kids 
To support a youth case manager who provides both targeted case man-
agement and peer-to-peer support activities to foster youth and alumni age 
14-23.

KIDS FUND FAST TRACK GRANTS
$10,000 awarded to Child Bridge 
To support the creation of an in-house studio to produce videos, pod-
casts, and educational materials to recruit and equip foster families in the  
Flathead Valley. 

$10,000 awarded to Farm Hands–Nourish the Flathead
To support the “Hands in the Dirt” summer camp and Farm to School  
programming at Wildcat School Garden in Columbia Falls, providing local 
children with education, life skills, and access to fresh and healthy food. 

$10,000 awarded to Flathead Youth Home
For the purchase of a safe, reliable vehicle to transport youth to school,  
appointments, family visits, and community activities. 

kids fund
giving voice 
to children

community  
grant Program
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The Community Grant Program helps nonprofits of all sizes with 
projects and programs benefiting the Flathead Valley and Eureka. The 
Community Grant program often provides a gateway for small nonprofits 
to become involved with Whitefish Community Foundation. Through 2021, 
nonprofits could apply for up to $4,000 annually. 

•  Big Mountain Commercial Association – Mountain Climber bus service | $3,000

•  CF-WF High School Swim Teams – Youth swimming | $4,000

•  Children’s House Montessori School – Need-based scholarships | $3,000

•  City of Whitefish – Fireproof gear for volunteer firefighters | $4,000 

•  City of Whitefish – Summer day camp scholarships | $4,000

•  Climate Smart Glacier Country – Zero-waste education and projects | $3,000

•  Code Girls United – Online coding program | $4,000

•  Columbia Falls School District – Columbia Falls Bookmobile | $4,000

•  Creative Arts Council – Art program scholarships | $2,500

•  Flathead Community Health Center – Patient assistance fund | $3,000

•  Flathead Rivers Alliance  – Ambassador program | $3,000

•  Funding Families with Type 1 Diabetes – Youth summer camp | $4,000

•  Girls on the Run Flathead Valley – Running and life skills program | $4,000

•  Glacier Hockey Association – Youth hockey | $4,000 

•  Glacier Institute – Youth outdoor education | $4,000 

•  Glacier Queer Alliance – Community workshops | $4,000

•  Good Grief Group – Youth grief camp | $4,000

•  Immanuel Foundation – Hospice room | $2,000

•  Kalispell Contemporary Art Center – Ceramics education | $1,470 

•  Montana Wild Wings Recovery Center – Raptor rehabilitation | $3,000

•  Northwest Montana Community Land Trust – Columbia Falls affordable housing | $4,000

•  Northwest Montana Back Country Horsemen – Youth stock-packing program | $2,000

•  Rails to Trails of Northwest Montana – Street art murals | $4,000

•  Riding on Insulin – Skiing and snowboarding camp for youth with Type 1 diabetes | $2,000 

•  The Patrol Fund – Avalanche equipment training | $4,000

•  The Vital Ground Foundation – Protection of land near Glacier | $2,500

•  Whitefish Community School – Curriculum for preschool students | $2,410

•  Whitefish Freestyle  – Youth skiing and snowboarding scholarships | $3,000 

•  Whitefish Safe Grad Night – Inclusive celebration for graduating seniors | $3,000 

•  Whitefish Shines – Snowflake lighting and storage | $3,294

Community Grant awards

30
number of nonprofits 
receiving a COMMUNITY 

GRANT in 2021

$98,174
COMMUNITY  

GRANTS AWARDED
in 2021

$2.24 M
COMMUNITY GRANTS 

AWARDED since 2000
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(Photo):  Rails to Trails of Northwest 
Montana tunnel murals 

(Photo): Flathead Youth Home
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$130,000
kids fund grants 

awarded in 2021

$180,000
kids fund grants 

awarded since  
inception in 2019

changing lives

together



MAJOR Community
PROJECT GRANTS
$669,000
awarded since program  
inception in 2010

WCF | Annual Report 202120 WCF | Annual Report 2021 21

To North Valley Food Bank to support the organization’s facility  
expansion project. North Valley Food Bank has experienced a 300 percent 
increase in demand for their services since 2019. To address the growing 
problem of food insecurity in the Flathead Valley, the organization launched 
a capital project to expand warehouse space and create an onsite commer-
cial kitchen. The expanded facility includes larger walk-in refrigeration and 
freezer units that staff and volunteers can access with an automated handcart 
or fork lift. The project also included adding a commercial kitchen to the facil-
ity so staff and volunteers can process, preserve, and store nutritional foods 
throughout the year.

“The support from Whitefish Community Foundation for our remodel will 
make a big difference in our community,” said Sophie Albert, North Valley 
Food Bank Executive Director. “The remodel was necessary to address the 
significant increase in the need for food assistance in the Whitefish area.”

$25,000
Grant

To Flathead Land Trust to help complete the Bad Rock Canyon Con-
servation Project in Columbia Falls. The project will permanently protect 772 
acres of critical habitat along the Flathead River that is utilized by 43 species 
that have been identified by Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks as species of 
greatest conservation need. The project will also offer an opportunity to ex-
pand the Gateway to Glacier Trail system for use by hikers and bicyclists.

“We are so excited and grateful to the Whitefish Community Foundation for 
this grant,” Flathead Land Trust Executive Director Paul Travis said.  “The new 
Bad Rock Canyon Wildlife Management Area will protect a critical piece of 
wildlife habitat along the Flathead River and secure public access to a wild 
place right on the doorstep of Columbia Falls. Thank you to Whitefish Com-
munity Foundation for this generous show of support to protect a special 
place in the Flathead.”   

$15,000
Grant

24 Major Community Project Grants of $10,000 or more have been 
awarded since 2010 to help local nonprofit organizations complete 
capital projects that will have a significant and positive effect on  
communities in the Flathead Valley.
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day of giving & unity
Whitefish Community Foundation established Day of Giving & Unity in 2020 
as a fundraising platform to help local nonprofits survive the economic 
turmoil created by COVID-19. As the pandemic continued to wreak havoc 
in 2021 and many nonprofits were forced to cancel their annual fundrais-
ing events for a second year in a row, Whitefish Community Foundation 
responded by organizing and hosting the 2021 Day of Giving & Unity in 
May. Once again, our community rallied together to support nonprofits as 
they continued to provide programs and services during a very challeng-
ing time. Over a 28-hour period, 1,100 donors participated in the campaign 
and helped raise $476,655 for 92 nonprofits serving the Flathead Valley 
and Eureka. This amount included a $1,000 matching grant from Whitefish  
Community Foundation to each participating organization that raised $2,000 
or more. We are grateful to our Circle of Giving members and the other  
donors who not only made the match possible, but stepped forward once 
again to extend a helping hand to community members in crisis.

Abbie Shelter............................................ $16,260
Alpine Theatre Project............................... $15,835
Amazing Place Music................................ $5,469
Backpack Assistance Program.................... $7,380
Big Brothers Big Sisters NW Montana....... $6,025
Big Mountain Commercial Association...... $3,285
Bigfork Art and Cultural Center................. $3,455
Bob Marshall Wilderness Foundation....... $5,395
Boys and Girls Club of Glacier Country...... $5,605
CASA for Kids............................................ $12,810
Center for Restorative Youth Justice.......... $6,030
CF-WF High School Swim Teams............... $1,200
Child Bridge.............................................. $8,165
Children’s House Montessori School......... $3,410
Climate Smart Glacier Country.................. $3,340
Code Girls United...................................... $5,210
Columbia Falls School Distr Bookmobile... $5,100
Conrad Mansion Museum......................... $4,690
Creative Arts Council................................. $3,720
Discovery Developmental Center.............. $5,484
DREAM Adaptive Recreation...................... $6,735
Farm Hands—Nourish the Flathead........... $6,855
Farming for the Future Academy............... $1,670
Flathead Area Mountain Bikers................. $5,805
Flathead Audubon Society........................ $4,565
Flathead Cancer Aid Services..................... $3,560
Flathead Food Bank.................................. $ 9,350
Flathead Land Trust................................... $ 7,765
Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp.................. $ 8,370
Flathead Valley Ski Education Fdn............. $960

Flathead Warming Center......................... $9,110
Flathead Youth Home................................ $3,600
Foy’s to Blacktail Trails............................... $5,980
Friends of the Flathead Avalanche Center $3,340
Gateway to Glacier Trail............................. $5,276
Glacier Children’s Museum....................... $3,658
Glacier Hockey Association........................ $4,100
Glacier Institute......................................... $4,303
Glacier Nordic Club................................... $5,190
Glacier Queer Alliance............................... $7,209
Glacier Skate Academy.............................. $4,680
Glacier Symphony & Chorale..................... $5,917
Good Grief Group...................................... $4,860
Habitat for Humanity of Flathead Valley... $6,250
Hockaday Museum of Art.......................... $4,485
Homeward for Heroes............................... $6,360
Housing Whitefish.................................... $3,285
Humane Society of Northwest Montana.... $5,985
Immanuel Foundation.............................. $9,500
Kalispell Contemporary Arts Center.......... $3,350
Kalispell Education Foundation................ $4,290
Kalispell School District HEART Program..... $ 3,775
KittyMOM’s Rescue Organization.............. $4,270
Lighthouse Christian Home & Services...... $7,610
Montana Conservation Corps.................... $4,235
Montana Kayak Academy.......................... $1,400
Montana State Parks Foundation.............. $3,655
Montana Wild Wings Recovery Center...... $4,730
Montana Youth Diabetes Alliance.............. $8,825
My Glacier Village..................................... $1,945

Nate Chute Foundation............................. $4,915
North Valley Food Bank............................. $6,515
North Valley Hospital Foundation............. $3,375
North Valley Music School......................... $10,015
Northwest Montana Historical Society...... $10,105
Northwest Montana Lookout Association.. $3,970
NW Montana Veterans Food Pantry........... $3,445
Project Whitefish Kids............................... $7,170
Ravenwood Natural Science Center........... $3,595
Samaritan House...................................... $8,195
Serious JuJu Skate Works......................... $6,156
Shepherd’s Hand Free Clinic..................... $5,830
Shining Honor Project............................... $650
Sparrow’s Nest of NW MT.......................... $12,930
Stumptown Art Studio............................... $3,515
Summit Independent Living..................... $1,020
The Nurturing Center................................ $1,230
Undaunted Family Connections................ $3,635
Whitefish Community Center.................... $4,095
Whitefish Community School.................... $925
Whitefish Dog Park................................... $5,770
Whitefish Firefighters Association............. $3,085
Whitefish Lake Institute............................ $3,505
Whitefish Legacy Partners......................... $4,820
Whitefish Review...................................... $5,915
Whitefish Rotary Charitable Fund............. $4,200
Whitefish School District Education Fdn....  $ 3,820
Whitefish Theatre Company...................... $7,360
Wings Regional Cancer Support............... $4,176

92
Number of  
benefiting  

nonprofits

$1M
total amount  

raised since  
incepton in 2020

$476,655
total  

amount  
granted

TOTAL AMOUNT FOR EACH NONPROFIT INCLUDING MATCH:

28 
hours  

of giving  
in campaign

$1,000
matching grant  

to each qualifying  
nonprofit

changing lives

together

Whitefish Community Foundation is pleased to work with businesses and  
individuals to establish scholarship programs that give back to our commu-
nity and help young adults reach their educational goals.

Whitefish Community Foundation streamlines the entire process by helping 
individuals and businesses develop selection criteria, guiding candi-
dates through the application process, and investing the scholarship fund 
with the objective of preserving value and fostering growth. We adminis-
ter the program from start to finish, communicating with the schools and  
students. Our program is professionally managed and easily accessible to 
students through our online application.

Active Scholarship Funds:

•  Glacier Restaurant Group–R.I.S.E Scholarship 
•  Jean Atkinson Driggers Scholarship 
•  Montana Coffee Traders Scholarship

Scholarships
Making Futures 
Brighter Together

Whitefish Community  
Foundation makes it easy to  
establish a scholarship fund.  

Setting up a fund is a great way to 
support the education dreams  

of youth and returning students  
in our communities. 

flathead 
nonprofit  
development  
partnership
As part of our work to strengthen nonprofits to excel in governance,  
Whitefish Community Foundation offers free professional development and 
networking opportunities for nonprofit staff and board members through 
the Flathead Nonprofit Development Partnership (NpDP). In 2021, we  
offered monthly workshops focused on key areas of nonprofit management  
to improve oversight, transparency, accounting, governance, and more. 
We also hosted a quarterly gathering of nonprofit executive directors to  
foster peer-to-peer connectivity, support, and learning. NpDP programs are  
funded with support from the Dennis and Phyllis Washington Foundation, the  
Tamarack Foundation, and the NpDP Permanent Endowment Fund.
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legacy society
A Legacy Society is one of the most critical programs to a nonprofit’s future. 
Legacy Societies are the foundation and strength a nonprofit can build upon 
for future generations. Whitefish Community Foundation works with many 
donors to establish legacies to leave to their communities and nonprofits. 
Whitefish Community Foundation manages Legacy Funds and ensures they 
are prudently invested and spent. 

Anonymous (5)
Carol and Richard Atkinson
Mary Van Buskirk and Roger Barber
Dorothy and Luther Campbell
Jane Kollmeyer and Terry Chute 
Anne and John Collins
Tanya and Judah Gersh
Cynthia Granmo
Connie and Jake Heckathorn*
Joaquenia and Klaus Heinrich
Thomas A. Hughes, III
Barbara and Mike Jenson
Herbert Kameon Trust*
John Kramer Jr.
Janice and Paul McCann
Rhona and Jerry Meislik
Blake Reese Memorial Legacy Endowment
Susan and Henry Ricklefs
Dean A. Robbins (Wiley Homestead)
SBB Fund
M & S Schmidt Fund
Doris Schumm*
Janna and Jamie Shennan
Dave Stewart
Mary Jane and Russ Street*
Jordan and Travis Taylor
Virginia Weldon
Susan and John Witt

*Deceased

Legacy Funds
If you have planned a gift in your will, trust, or other deferred gift mechanism 
with Whitefish Community Foundation as the beneficiary, please let us know.

You can make a bequest in your will and connect it to a Legacy Fund at WCF. 
The Community Foundation will set up a permanent fund designated to your 
favorite charities and distributed according to your wishes. 

Call us to learn more or to set up your Legacy Fund: 406-863-1781

Whitefish Community  
Foundation is here to help 
you leave a lasting legacy  
according to your wishes.

Mark Schmidt, Legacy Society
“I moved to Whitefish in 1965 to be a ski instructor and fell in love with the entire Flathead Valley. For several years, 
I enjoyed teaching people to ski, and in the summers, I worked for the Forest Service, packing supplies into the Bob 
Marshall Wilderness by mule trains. Eventually I decided I needed a full-time career, so I started a business building 
specialty homes. Soon after, I met the love of my life, Shirley, and we married in 1981.

Shirley and I purchased land and developed a mobile home court south of Whitefish, which we managed for many 
years. We also purchased land on the Whitefish River and built our home there. We enjoyed many hobbies together, 
including gardening, traveling, and showing mules in driving contests around the country. As our business grew, we 
found great joy in giving back to the community that had received us so warmly. 

Shirley and I were passionate about helping charities that assist children. I served on the North Valley Food Bank  
Board of Directors for 16 years and also dedicated many hours to cutting and wrapping wild meat and delivering  
groceries to those who needed help.

Cancer took Shirley’s life in 2019. After her passing, I decided to establish a Legacy Fund with Whitefish Community 
Foundation to ensure a perpetual source of funding for the charities that were near and dear to our hearts. It is comfort-
ing to know that our gift will continue to have a positive impact on children’s lives long after we both are gone.”

“It is comforting to know that our gift will continue to have a positive impact  
on children’s lives long after we both are gone.”

WCF | Annual Report 202124 WCF | Annual Report 2021 25

le
g

ac
ie

sthrough

changing lives

together



 

What is a Donor Advised Fund?

A Donor Advised Fund offers individuals and families the ease and flexibil-
ity of giving, similar to a private foundation but without all the expense and 
administration. When you open a Donor Advised Fund with Whitefish Com-
munity Foundation, 100 percent of your gifts go to charitable causes, even 
the administrative fees support the work of the Community Foundation. We 
provide donors with insight into community needs and make giving easy, ef-
fective, and enjoyable. Donations made to Whitefish Community Foundation 
qualify for the maximum available charitable deduction in the year the gift is 
made. Establish a Donor Advised Fund and distribute the gift over time to the 
charitable organizations you value.

donor advised funds TYPES OF funds AT
whitefish community foundation 

The primary difference between endowed and  
non-endowed funds is the permanency.

Endowed funds live on in perpetuity and ensure a legacy of giving. They 
are invested in a long-term growth strategy and follow the current WCF 
spending policy.

Non-endowed funds are not subject to a spending policy. Donors can 
grant as much of the fund as they wish during the year. Non-endowed funds 
can be invested to increase a donor’s giving potential over a period of time.
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Engage Your Family
Give With Flexibility
Give With Confidence
Give with Anonymity
Establish a Legacy

Endowment 
Funds

Provide support  
in perpetuity to a  
charity or project 

through an annual 
distribution of  

revenue based on  
5% of the average  
balance over 20  
rolling quarters.

$15,000*

designated 
Funds

Are established  
by a charity or  

a donor to  
benefit one or  
more specific  

charities, special 
community  

projects,  
or programs.

$5,000*

donor  
& corporate  

advised funds

Allow an individual, 
family, or company 

to establish a  
charitable fund,  

then recommend 
grants while  

WCF staff  
administers  
the grants.

$5,000*

agency 
funds

Are established  
by a charity to  

provide income 
streams to  

support 
programs  

and operations.

$5,000*

scholarship
funds

Are established  
by a company or  

individual to invest in 
the next generation 
with post-secondary 
education assistance 

and build a foundation 
for a brighter  

tomorrow.

$50,000*

endowed  
vs.  

non-endowed 
funds

*minimum to open
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$29M
awarded through donor advised  
fund program since 2000

$3M
AWARDED in 2021,
a 33% increase over 2020

58
donor advised funds in 2021

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS  
BY THE NUMBERS:

The types of funds we offer at the Whitefish Community Foundation reflect  
the varied interests of our fund holders and donors. Whether they are  
advised, designated or unrestricted, new or longstanding, endowed or 
non-endowed, they are evidence of the spirit of generosity of individuals,  
families, corporations, and organizations seeking to make a positive impact 
in our communities today, tomorrow, and forever.

Donations you make to  
Whitefish Community  
Foundation qualify for  

the maximum available  
charitable deduction in the 

year the gift is made.
Establish a Donor Advised 

Fund and distribute the  
gift over time.
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building endowments
for nonprofit sustainability
Endowments offer nonprofits an annual distribution to support critical opera-
tions and programs. As an endowment grows over time, the annual distribu-
tion also grows. Holding an endowment allows a nonprofit to have a diversi-
fied revenue source and builds long-term sustainability.

Abbie Shelter Endowment Fund
Alpine Theatre Project Endowment Fund
Back Country Horsemen Endowment Fund
Bob Marshall Wilderness Fdn Endowment Fund
CASA for Kids Endowment Fund
Center for Restorative Youth Justice Endowment Fund
Child Bridge Endowment Fund
First Presbyterian Church Endowment Fund
Flathead Audubon Society Endowment Fund
Flathead Food Bank Endowment Fund
Flathead Shelter Friends Endowment Fund
Foy’s To Blacktail Trail Maintenance Endowment Fund
Glacier National Park Conservancy Endowment Fund

$100,000

$200,000

0

$300,000

$400,000

$500,000

$600,000

2014

$228,102

2015 2016 2017

$294,652

2018 2019

$400,167

2020

$432,709

2021

$496,542

$275,040

$368,341

$262,084

8 Year GROWTH OF support to nonprofits 
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The Montana Qualified Endowment Credit helps build charitable 
endowments while offering donors a federal income tax deduction and a 
state tax credit. The tax credit, renewed by the Montana State Legislature 
through 2025, allows donors to earn up to $10,000 in a state income tax cred-
it ($20,000 if filing jointly). Donors can benefit an existing nonprofit endow-
ment fund or start a new endowment for a nonprofit. Donors can also start a 
named endowment fund that can be built up and passed down to family for 
generational giving. If you would like to learn how the Montana Qualified 
Endowment Credit could work for you, call us at 406-863-1781.

North Valley Music School
“Music has the power to change lives and our community. The partnership between North Valley Music School and 
Whitefish Community Foundation makes this possible.  North Valley Music School has two endowment funds man-
aged by the Foundation. One fund provides financial security for general operating costs, and a second fund is re-
stricted to youth scholarships, ensuring that music education programs will be available and accessible to all ages for 
years to come. The result of a healthy and growing endowment is the long-term sustainability of our nonprofit music 
school, a win for the entire community!

North Valley Music School is grateful to Whitefish Community Foundation for its expert fiscal management and for 
ensuring steady growth of the principal and a reliable annual disbursement. From all the students, faculty, staff, and 
leadership at North Valley Music School, thank you for helping our organization grow and thrive.” 

–Deidre Corson, Executive Director, North Valley Music School

montana
Qualified

endowment 
credit

nonprofit endowments held by wcf
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Glacier Nordic Club Endowment Fund
Glacier Symphony and Chorale Endowment Fund
Habitat for Humanity Endowment Fund
Hockaday Museum of Art Endowment Fund
Human Therapy on Horseback Endowment Fund
Humane Society of NW MT Endowment Fund
Logan Health-Whitefish Endowment Fund
Montana State Parks Foundation Endowment Fund
Nate Chute Foundation Endowment Fund
Nonprofit Development Partnership Endowment Fund
North Valley Food Bank Endowment Fund
North Valley Music School Endowment Fund
North Valley Music School Youth Schlr Endowment Fund

Patrol Fund
Shepherd’s Hand Endowment Fund
Smith Fields Endowment Fund
Stumptown Art Studio Endowment Fund
Stumptown Historical Society Endowment Fund
WAG Endowment Fund
WAVE Endowment Fund
Whitefish Community Foundation Endowment Fund
Whitefish Community Library Endowment Fund
Whitefish Education Foundation Endowment Fund
Whitefish Library Association Endowment Fund
Whitefish Theatre Company Endowment Fund
Whitefish Trail Endowment

44
number of  

endowments 
held by wcf

$496,542
impact in 2021

$2.75M 
impact since 2014

changing lives

together



Corporate 
philanthropy
giving back to our community

whitefish Mountain resort

whitefish LAKE GOLF CLUB

The PATRON SKI PASS PROGRAM is a partnership between Whitefish 
Mountain Resort and Whitefish Community Foundation. Proceeds from the 
sale of passes each year benefit the work of local nonprofits and Whitefish 
Community Foundation. The program is a major source of funding for DREAM 
Adaptive Recreation’s winter programs and supports the 5th Grade Ski Pass 
Program, which expanded to cover all 5th graders in the Flathead Valley.
Thank you Patron Ski Pass holders and Whitefish Mountain Resort for your 
continued support for local communities!

WHITEFISH LAKE
GOLF CLUB

The Patron Golf Pass Program is a partnership between the Whitefish 
Lake Golf Club and Whitefish Community Foundation. Donors in the pro-
gram are entitled to either a transferable pass or two individual season pass-
es and other benefits. Since inception in 2007, over $162,000 from the sale 
of golf passes has supported the Community Foundation’s charitable work to 
benefit our communities.
Thank you Patron Golf Pass holders, Whitefish Lake Golf Club, Pro Shop, and 
Whitefish Lake Restaurant for your continued support for our community!

$1.3M
awarded to benefit  
local nonprofits  
since inception  
in 2002

$91,000
supported local  
nonprofits in 2021

$24,700 
support flathead Valley 5th  
grade ski pass program and  
dream adaptive recreation’s  
adaptive winter programs

70
number of grants awarded to  
local nonprofits in 2021
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in memoriam
Connie heckathorn (1928–2021)
The Flathead Valley continues to benefit from the generosity of Connie 
Heckathorn, a longtime Whitefish resident who committed her life to help-
ing others through volunteer and public service. Connie passed away on 
March 19, 2021, nearly 70 years after moving to Whitefish with her husband 
Jake. Her lifetime achievements are numerous and include being one of 
the first women to graduate from the University of Montana’s School of Law, 
serving as the first Assistant Attorney General of the State of Montana, and 
co-founding Whitefish Community Foundation. She served three terms on 
the Whitefish School board and 10 years on the Whitefish Library board. 
She was also instrumental in the creation of the O’Shaughnessy Center and 
a new library in the late 1990s.

In a 1987 interview with the Whitefish Pilot, Connie said, “I like the challenge 
and solving problems, but most of all I really enjoy working with people and 
being involved.”

Connie co-founded Whitefish Community Foundation in 2000 with Mike 
Jenson, John Kramer, Roxanne Rogers, and Dave Stewart. She rolled up her 
sleeves alongside the other founders and did whatever was necessary to 
ensure the success of the fledgling foundation, including funding some of 
the first grants out of her own pocket. She remained active with Whitefish 
Community Foundation for many years after she stepped off the board.

“Having worked with Connie on other committees I was very pleased that 
she joined the first Foundation board,” co-founder Dave Stewart said.  “She 
was enthusiastic and bright, but with her legal training, also quite realistic 
in what could be achieved. Her common sense approach was a great asset 
to us.”

One year after her passing, Connie is still making a difference in the com-
munity she loved. Whitefish Community Foundation recently received a gift 
of $300,000 for our Permanent Endowment Fund from the estate of Jake 
and Connie Heckathorn. 

Connie’s generous bequest to the Community Foundation is a gift to the 
place she cared about so deeply. Her gift will perpetuate our work to sup-
port and strengthen local nonprofits into the future.

william j. “bill” howard (1930–2022)

in memory of: Michael Bennett
Marilyn Brown 
Mike Gwiazdon
Jean Howard
Mike Jackson
Joan “Jo” Newton

Dori Schumm
Carolyn Doney Smith
Karen Spangler
Richard Tinkler
Jim Welch
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William J. “Bill” Howard was a very dear friend of the Whitefish Community 
Foundation. Bill passed away from cancer on January 10, 2022 at the age 
of 82. Bill was bigger than life and very passionate about helping those less 
fortunate. He did not fear hard work. He married the love of his life, Jean, and 
had three wonderful children, Brad, Leslie, and Steve. With a young family at 
home, Bill attended night school while holding down a day job as a delivery 
driver. He went on to receive his law degree from Western State University 
(WSU) College of Law. His legal career eventually led to opening his own 
firm and then later partnering with his son Brad to form Howard and Howard. 
He served as President of the Orange County Trial Lawyers Association and 
taught classes at WSU.

After retiring from a long, successful career as a trial lawyer, Bill bought a 
summer home in Whitefish and enjoyed spending time with his family and 
friends hiking in Glacier, boating on Whitefish Lake, rafting and fishing the 
Flathead River, and golfing at Whitefish Lake Golf Club. 

Bill became very active with Whitefish Community Foundation around 2006, 
supporting the Foundation’s operations and as an early member of the Pa-
tron Ski Pass Program. He became a tremendous force behind the success 
of the annual Duck Derby, a fundraiser for the Community Grants Program 
from 2009 to 2014. Bill could often be seen wearing a Duck Derby t-shirt and 
toting derby tickets for sale. On three occasions, he earned the Golden Duck 
Award for selling the most “Big” ducks—he averaged over 100 ducks a year. 
Bill would not take no for an answer! 

In 2015, the Community Foundation sent the ducks down the river for good 
and moved on to organize the Great Fish Community Challenge. Bill was 
right there to support the new program wearing Great Fish t-shirts. Bill was 
an inaugural member of the Circle of Giving that formed in 2014, a program 
that is the backbone to all the Foundation’s grant programs. Bill was also a 
member of the Foundation’s Advisory Board from 2011 to 2016. 

In 2016, Bill lost his beloved wife of 56 years to cancer. This led him to es-
tablish the Jean Howard Memorial Award, a special award accompanied by 
a $5,000 grant, presented annually to a Flathead Valley nonprofit. Going for-
ward, this special award will be called the Jean and Bill Howard Memorial 
Award, and the recipient will be selected by the Howard family. 

Bill’s tremendous energy, enthusiasm, and can-do attitude will be dearly 
missed, but most especially his smile. 
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by the numbers
composition of assets
2021 year end

20
21

GRANTS DISTRIBUTIONS  
BY FUND TYPE

TOTAL ASSETS  
BY FUND TYPE

$466,000

$537,000

$578,000

$1,264,000

$4,089,000

$3,603,000

$7,077,000

$3,465,000

$4,281,000

$5,830,000

$6,225,000

$5,678,000

$8,208,000

$9,390,000

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021 Donor Advised Funds, 31%
Agency Funds, 1%
Scholarships, 1%
Great Fish Designated Funds, 37%
Designated Funds, 13%
Endowment Funds, 5%
WCF Community Grant Programs, 12%

Arts and Culture
Civic
Community Building
Conservation and Environment

Education
Health / Human Services
Animals

Advised, 56%
Endowed, 28%
Designated, 5%
Annuity, 4%

WCF Grants, 3%
Operating, 4%
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$3,465,000
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$5,830,000

$6,225,000

$5,678,000

$8,208,000

$9,390,000
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Advised, 56%
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WCF Grants, 3%
Operating, 4%
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GROWTH IN GRANTING

HIGHLIGHTS

financial
stewardship
At Whitefish Community Foundation, we take seriously our responsibility to 
be good stewards of the community assets and donor funds entrusted to us. 
Our Investment Committee and staff work closely with our investment advi-
sors, Mason Investment Advisory Services, to ensure that all assets invested 
are consistent with the policies and objectives of the Foundation.  Our objec-
tives are to invest our assets so that grants can be made to address current 
community needs, and to preserve and enhance assets available for future 
generation grantmaking. We achieve this through investment in a diverse 
portfolio designed to maximize returns while minimizing risk and volatility.

INVESTMENT COMMITTEE
John B. Collins, Chair

 Retired CEO | John B. Collins Associates
David Dittman

Whitefish Market President 
First Interstate Bank
Greg Garrison

Retired  | PricewaterhouseCoopers COO
Jay Latimer

Retired Entrepreneur
Linda Maetzold

Business Owner | Buffalo Café
Mike Shaw

Retired Forester
Jamie Shennan

Venture Capital | Trinity Ventures
Ken Wessels

Retired, CEO | Wessels, Arnold & Henderson
John Witt

Retired | Bill Matrix Corporation

FINANCIAL MANAGERS
DISCLOSURE

Investment Manager:  
Mason Investment Advisory Services

Custodian: TD Ameritrade
CPA: Sallie Brown, 

JCCS, CPAs. PC, Whitefish
Auditor: Tony Vanorny, 
JCCS, CPAs, PC, Kalispell

The Whitefish Community Foundation  
operates under section 501(c)(3) 
 of the Internal Revenue code as  

a public charity I.D. #81-0533002. 
Review annual 990 report at  

whitefishcommunityfoundation.org
The Whitefish Community Foundation 

recommends that you seek advice from 
your tax advisor and/or attorney  

for all your charitable giving.

INVESTMENT REturns 
(annualized)
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ALLOCATION

LONG-TERM GROWTH
 ALLOCATION

As of December 31 	 2021 	 2020

Total Assets ......................................................$55,978,000 .......... $41,799,000
Total Contributions .........................................$16,608,000 ............ $8,743,000
Total Grant Distributions .................................$9,438,000 ............ $8,208,000

1,855
number of  
grants awarded

286 
number of nonprofit
recipients

$5,088 
average grant  
amount

$33,003
average per  
nonprofit
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Gifts designated to nonprofits  
through the Great Fish Community 
Challenge were acknowledged in  
the Great Fish Community Challenge 
Report and should also be included  
in each nonprofit’s annual report.

Anonymous (5)
Abel, Kevin and Christine
Abrams, Judith
Adams, Bill and Olga*
Adams, Chuck and Kathy
Adams, Rick
AGL Foundation*
Akey, Lin and Kathy*
Akey, Rob and Kim*
Albert, Sophie
Allen, Jeff and Teri*
Anderson, Chris
Andrews, Chip and Kate
Appelgren, Brent
Arbuckle, Shelly
Arnlund, Elijah and Stephanie
Ashton, IV and Mary Dojnik*
Askevold, Gerald
Atkinson, Richard and Carol*
Austin, Francis and Virginia Weldon
Babiak, Timothy and Linda
Backslope Brewing, LLC
Bailey, Bob and Lisa
Bain, Kory and Sheree
Baldridge, Summerfield and Julie
Ballard, Phillip and Ledjie
Baltzell, Dean and Sharon*
Barasch, Stephen and Charlene*
Barfoot, Shane
Barham, Michael and Kristi
Barrett, Tina
Bartoskewitz, Rick and Trish
Bates, Shawn
Bauman, Kevin, Shelby and Alexander
Bay, Mogens and Cindy*
Bayne, Bill and Betsy*
Beale, Paul and Amy Thompson Beale*
Becker, Ken and Ann
Beeson, Parker
Beightol, Jim and Dee*

Beizer, Jon and Tierney
Bell, Terry and Linda
Belleville, Amanda
Bennett, Bob and Caryl *
Bera, Craig and Angie
Berg, Kathryn
Berkram, Paul and Kelly
Biele, Alec and Kathleen Friday
Big Sky IV Therapy  
   and Compounding Pharmacy*
Billuni, Richard and Bonnie
Bindley, Bill and Mary Ann*
Bishop, Rita*
Blair, Ed and Kelly Ingham
Blair, Ric and Dawn
Blickenstaff, Rebecca
Blumhardt, David and Mary Beth
BNSF Railway Foundation*
Boatwright, Carlene
Bolton, Anne
Boody, Bruce
Boorman, Barbara
Boyce, Dick and Sandy*
Boyer, Carl and Laura
Boyer, Gretchen
Braig, Robert O
Bresee, Jennifer
Breslow, Bubala
Brister, Matthew and Tara
Broste, Nels and Sally
Broussard Charitable Foundation*
Brown, Bob and Sue
Brown, Rockwood*
Browning, John and Madison
Bryant, Scott
Bulkley, Brad and Ann
Burris, Todd and Lindsey
Burton, Paul*
California Community Foundation*
Campbell, Eileen Bocci*
Campbell, Kathee
Campbell, Luther and Dorothy*
Carloss, Pat and Missy
Carlson, Thomas and Kristine
Carstens, James and Sue
Case, James and Janice*
Case, John and Patricia
Casey, Maureen*
Casteel, Bob and Patsy*
Chaisson, Megan
Chaney, John*
Chauner, Linda
Chianelli, Edward and Margaret

Chickering, Nick and Karen*
Chilton, Carla
Chisholm, Dean and Penni
Christiansen, Linda
Church of the Cross
Chute, Terry and Jane Kollmeyer*
Clark, Brian and Marie
Clark, Brit
Clark, Craig
Clear, Todd and Dina Rose
Cloutier, Jenny
Colby, Michael and Dyan
Coleman, Debralee
Coles, James and C. K.
Colgan, Warwick
Collins, John and Anne*
Colman, Tom and Gail
Conrad, Paul and Ellie Johnson
Corder, Stephanie
Cornutt, Chris
Cornutt, Linda*
Corson, Tim and Deidre*
Coulter, AJ and Mary Huston
Covey, Michael and Stacy
Coyne, Wendy*
Cozad, Karl and Kathy
Craven, Kurt and Billie Thomas
Creech, Randy and Kay*
Crocker, Dow and Felice
Cross, Katherine and Gordon*
Cubberley, Lyndel
Cunningham, Jeffrey
Curtis, Katherine
Dale, Lawrence and Beverly
Danczyk, Gary and Annell
Darkenwald, Scott
Davidson Construction, Inc.
Davis, Larry and Roberta Myers
DeAnda, Kim
DeBartolo, Eddie and Candy
Decker, Gary and Jane
Dill, Shawn
Dittman, David and Frances*
Donaldson, Mark and Lynnette*
Doney, Michael and Jennifer*
Douglas, Robert and Debbie*
Dunlop, Blake and Nora
Duval, Tucker
Dworman, Ross and Kate
Dykstra, Bennett and Lynn
Eagle Operation, Inc.
Eric T and Elizabeth C Jacobsen 
    Foundation

Thank you, 2021 donors!
Thank you for helping us make a difference in our community. We are 
changing lives together! The following donors gave directly to Whitefish 
Community Foundation programs:

Erickson, Bart and Carole
Erickson, Leif and Aubrey
Ericson, Dave and Sarah
Esch, Thomas and Charlene
Feng, Ting-Yi
Ferguson, Julie
Finn, Bridget
First Interstate Bancsystem  
    Foundation, Inc.*
First Interstate Bank*
Flathead Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Flathead Urology
Fletcher, Ross
Fontenot, Alley
Foster, Allen and Miriam
Frankino, Dan
Fraser, Michael
Frazier Appraisal Services, Inc.
Fritschi, Vicky
Frontier Figures, LLC
Fuehrer, Kris and Laurie
Fun Beverage, Inc.*
Gallagher, Michael and Barbara*
Garbacz, James and Laura
Garrison, Greg and Kathy*
Geiser, George and Elsie
Genest, Kate
Gerrish, Duff and Marion
Gersh, Judah and Tanya
Gersh, Robert and Kathryn*
Glacier Bank*
Glacier Jet Center*
Glacier Payments, Inc.
Glacier Restaurant Group*
Goldberg, Adele
Good, Wanda*
Gordon, David
Gordon, Miles and Jan
Gordon, Richard and Cheryl Watkins*
Gould, Robert

Grady, David and Linda Engh-Grady*
Grady, Madison
Granmo, Cynthia
Grant, Peter and Colleen*
Graves, John and Sarah*
Gray, Sandy and Cameron Blake*
Great Northern Bar
Great Northern Group, LLC
Green, Jeff and Jennifer
Green, Zachary
Greenup, Taylor
Gregory, Joseph and Lucinda*
Greici, Kathleen
Griesel, Doug and Rebecca Briber
Griffith, John and Shirley
Griffiths, Ian
Grove, Larry and Dianne*
Guerrero, Jessica
Gwaltney, Christopher and Jill*
Hagale, John and Jes*
Hagen, Curtis
Hagg, John and Kristin
Hankinson, John and Julie
Hanson, Erik and Brenda
Harding, Richard and Mary Lloyd*
Harding, Tom and Sue*
Harman Family Foundation*
Harmon, Josh and Dani
Harris, Gregg
Harrison, Gil and Ruth
Harrod, Gary and Margo
Hartlieb, John and Kathi
Hawxhurst, Scott and Melissa Sladek
Haycox, Brian and Shannon*
Hayes, Bob and Patty*
Hayes, Robert and Kelly
Heatherington, Lori*
Heinrich, Klaus and Joaquenia*
Heinz, Guenter
Henderson, Grant and Jill

Henson, Troy and Donna
Hernandez, David
Hickethier, Don and Heidi
Hidden Moose Lodge
Hildner, Richard and Suzanne Daniell*
Hillhouse, Virginia
Hindman, Gary
Hines, Roderick
Hintzsche, Kenn and Donna
Hoadley, William and DJ Wilson
Hobbs, Russ and Linda*
Hodge, Bill and Laura
Holdhusen, Chris
Hosek, Dusty*
Howard, Brad and Cheryl*
Howard, Steve and Jodi*
Howard, Trevor and Kacy
Howard, Bill*
Hughes, Jon and Kera
Hunt, Will and Leslie
Ila B. Dousman Fund, Inc.*
Imagination Station Toys
Iron Horse Foundation*
J2 Business Products
Jacobsen, David and Janice*
James A. Reep Family Foundation
Jarrendt, Ralph and Linda
JCCS*
Jenson, Mike and Barbara*
Jeremiassen, Paul and Ann*
Johnson, Doug and Linda
Johnson, Randi
Johnson, Rebecca
Johnson, Valerie
Jones, Bill and Ann*
Jones, Hugh
Jones, Jonny and Brenda
Jones, Jori
Jones, Mark and Robyn
Jungerman, Mark and Molly Miller
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Kalispell Public Schools Administrators
Kelly, Steven and Melissa
Kelton, Rachel*
Kennelly, Patty
KGEZ AM 600 & FM 96.5
King, John and Maureen*
Kipp, Clifford and Cassidy
Kirk, Philip and Lesia
Kitchell, James and Sharon
Kola, Joe
Kraft, Rich and Catherine
Kramer, John and Jon McBride*
Krider, Susan
Krisanow, Lily
Kulzer, Ross and Miranda
Kushniruk, Marshal and Julie
Lamb, Paul and Yvonne*
LaPoint, James and Sandy*
Larence, Frank and Virginia*
Larson, Steven and Karen
Latimer, Jay and Mignon*
Lawrence B. Dale Family Foundation
Lee, Susan
Leftwich, Frank and Gerry
Lesar, Dave and Sherry*
Lewensohn, Leonard and Carol
Lewis, Casey
Lightbody, Carol
Lindemann, Kurt*
Litchfield, Marcia
Logan Health Whitefish
Longhart, Fred and Marjory McClaren
Loring, Peter and Babette
Losleben, George and Connie Johnson*
Lovasz, Greg*
Lozman, Josh and Kristen Sramek
Luedke, Bret and Ruth
Luoma, Dick and Kay
MacGregor, Darcy
MacKenzie, Jim and Norma
MacLaren, Scotty and Gayle
Maetzold, Charlie and Linda*
Magnuson, Rick and Allison*
Mansfield, Patrick and Mary*
Manuel, John and Kristine
Marlowe, Jack and Suzanne
Mason, Chuck
Matelich, Ron and Swithin McGrath*
Mattson, Richard and Ursula
Mayo, Janet*
McCabe, Murray and Elizabeth*
McCann, Paul and Janice*
McCarty, Charles and Annie Lent*
McDowell, Brian and Michelle
McGowan, Greg and Dana
McKinney, Jonathan
McNulty, Mike and Renee
Measure, Loraine
Mechem, Jim and JeanAnne Swope*
Meislik, Jerry and Rhona*

Milisci, Abbie*
Miller, Ron and Jean
Milner, William
Minchew, Randy and Teresa
Montana Community Foundation*
Montana Lodging & Hospitality Assoc.
Moody, Carol and Karl*
Moon, Bonnie
Moore, Ernie and Maureen Cleary
Moran, Matthew and Ellen*
Moran, Thomas and Nancy
Morris, Barbara*
Mountain Mini Storage*
Murphy, Brian
Myers-Davis, Alan and Frances Montanye
Myhre, Aidan
National Parks Realty of Montana, LLC
Nelson, Douglas and Barbara
Nelson, Leif and Gloria*
Ness, Jose
Nolan, Jane
Northwest Imaging, PC
O’Brien, Kevin and Leslie*
O’Connell, Peter
O’Neil, Marcia
Opdycke, Nicola
Origitano, Catlyn
Origitano, Thomas and Claudine*
Orton, Charles and Marlene
Osterbauer, Ron and Margaret
Paone, William and Robin
Park Side Credit Union*
Partain, Johnny
Peltier, Melinda
Perez, Juan and Daria
Perkins, Lyn
Perkins, Max and Caroline
Perl, Daniel and Sandra
Phillips, Cecilia
Pickert, Ross and Coco
Plett, Katie
Plumb, Hannah
Pohl, Richard and Carol*
Pongrass, James
Powers, Christen
Puffer, Blanche
Purcell, Michele
Pure West Real Estate, LLC
Quinn, Thomas and Teresa*
Raper, Jeff
Rappleye, Paige
Reed, Doug and Nikki*
Reed, Rick and Melinda
Ricklefs, Hank and Sue*
Risen Christ Catholic Church
Roberts, Pam
Robison, Susan
Rodewald, Gordon and Evelyn
Roe, Bob and Catherine
Rohrer, Brandann

Rojas, Daniel
Rommel, Chris and Julie Green Rommel
Rosenberg, Ron and Karen*
Roth, Michael and Nancy
Roy, John and Kristen
Rudnicki, Stacy
Ruhana, George and Kim
Russell, Michael 
    and Sally Cameron-Russell
Rygg, Charlene
Saltonstall, Will and Beth
Sanderude, Scott and Julie
Sandry Construction Company,Inc.
Sandry, Mark and Marcella
Santa, John and Carol
Satterlee, Alan and Elspeth*
Schellinger Construction
Schieffer, Duane and Callie
Schiffman, Glenn and Barbara
Schlinger, Stacy*
Schmidt, Eric and Deven Robinson
Schmidt, Mark*
Schneider, Kyle
Schroeter, Franklin
Schumacher, Albert and Margaret 
Stadler
Scott, Toby
Seigmund, Peter and Jill
Shanks, Ty
Shaw, Michael and Marie
Shaw, Tim and Hilary*
Sheehan, Paul and Kendra Hope
Shennan, Jamie and Janna*
Shennan, Melissa
Sherman, Roger and Susan
Short, Daniel
Shropshire, Mark and Sharon
Shryock, John
Sikola, Eric
Silverman, Paul and Constance*
Siomos, Vassilis and Austine
Sloan, Mary
Smiley, Doc and Terri
Smith, Bob and Paula
Smith, Dana
Smith, G. Stacy and Ashley
Smith, Josh and Judy*
Smith, Linda
Smith, Lucy
Smith, Mike*
Smith, Will and Bonnie*
Snyder, Elaine
Spielman, Kenny & Muffin
Spragg, Roger and Carole*
St. Pierre, Andrew
Stage Road Estate Property Services
Stebbins Orthodontics*
Stein, August and Jennifer*
Stevens, John and Jeanine Morreim
Stevens, Rob and Margy

*	 Indicates donors who have made a charitable 
contribution annually for the past 5 consecutive 
years. Bold* indicates donors who have made a 
charitable contribution annually for the past 10 
consecutive years.

Organizations that participate in the Great Fish 
Community Challenge collectively receive over 
9,000 gifts and are encouraged to acknowledge 
their donors directly. In this report, Whitefish 
Community Foundation recognizes donors  
who make gifts that specifically support the 
Community Foundation and its grant programs.

Stewart, David
Stiger, Andrew
Stimpson, Kim and Kelly*
Stokes, David and Nancy
Stolte, Donald and Linda
Straka, Sara
Strellnauer, Scott and Patty
Stroud, James and Jill*
Subset
Sukkarie, Fadi and Rawa Sarji*
Svennungsen, Rock and Joanie
Sweetapple, Karen
Swift, Beth
Tabor, Joe and Kristin
Tamarack Foundation, Inc.
Tannehill, Bruce and Gail Cleveland*
Taylor, Janis
Taylor, Kent and Kim
Taylor, Loren
Temple, Chris and Meg
The Toggery
The Towne Printer
The Village Shop
Thomas, Genevieve
Thomas, Jacob
Tickle, Sam and Julie
Tinkler, Edie*
Trousdale, David and Jeannine
Troy, Wakefield
True Grit, Inc.
Trundle, John and Sylvia*
Tullos, Jessica
Tweed, Alan and Mary
Underscore Art Gallery
Usibelli, Mitchel and Michele
Van Everen, Mark and Heidi
VanDenburgh, John and Kristen
Vera Jean Heckathorn Estate
Viens, Andrew and Linda*
Voyles, Robb and Lori*

Wagner, Mel
Walker, Chris
Walker, Robert
Walton, William and Dori*
Wambeke, Rachel
Ward, Benjamin and Katherine*
Warning, Mike and Leslie
Warrick, Alan and Boots*
Watson, Jim and Carol Bibler
Watson, John and Claudia
Weber, Karl
Weiss, Noam and Sophia
Welch, Anita
Wessels, Ken and Byrdie*
Wheeler, Burt and Cheryl
Whisler, Steve and Ardy*
Whitefish Credit Union*
Whitefish Lake Golf Club*
Whitefish Mountain Resort*
Whitefish Tax & Consulting, PC
Williams, David and Judy*
Williams, Felicity
Williams, Holly
Williamson, Hal and Mary
Wise, Doug and Bet*
Witt, John and Susan*
Wolf, Debra
Wollett, Fritz
Wollner, Dave and Sue
Woodruff, Jean
Wright’s Furniture
Wuttke, Audrey
Yerger, Wirt and Linda
Young, Alison*
Young, Colin and Becca
Zeigler, David*
Zeigler, James*

In-Kind Donors 2021:
Daily Inter Lake
FVCC Foundation
Glacier Bank
Hellroaring Saloon & Eatery
KGEZ AM 600 & FM 96.5
Lori Miller Law
Brian Schott
Spotted Bear Spirits
Trovare
Whitefish Lake Golf Club
Whitefish Lake Restaurant
Whitefish Mountain Resort
Whitefish Pilot

tributes:
Charlene and Steve Barasch
Tanya and Judah Gersh
John Henderson 
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2021 Whitefish Community Foundation 

Board of Directors

Betsy Bayne
Retired,  

Micro Electronics

Maureen Casey
Real Estate Investor

John B. Collins
Investment Committee Chair

Retired, Reinsurance
John Collins Assoc.

2022 incoming board 
Caeli Quinn

Nonprofit Executive 

Gordon Cross
Agriculture

Jeff Allen
Technology

Carol B. Atkinson
Scholarship Chair

Retired, Business Owner

David Dittman
Whitefish Market President,

First Interstate Bank

Linda Maetzold
Business Owner,  

Buffalo Café

Jamie Shennan
Nom/Gov Committee Chair

Retired, Venture Capital  

Mike Shaw
Retired Forester

John Witt
Retired, COO,  

Bill Matrix Corp.

Lucy Smith
Retired, 

Nonprofit Executive 

Ken Wessels
Retired, Investment Bank, CEO

Ardy Whisler
Board Chair
Retired, Nurse

Emeritus Board Ex Officio:  Mike Jenson, John Kramer, Tom Quinn

P.O. Box 1060 
214 West 2nd Street
Whitefish, Montana 59937
406-863-1781
contact@whitefishcommunityfoundation.org
whitefishcommunityfoundation.org

(Left to right): Lynnette Donaldson, 
Daria Perez, Linda Engh-Grady, 

Madeline Axtell  
(Former Donor Services Associate),  

and Jill Seigmund

Linda Engh-Grady  President/CEO
Daria Perez  Chief Financial Officer
Lynnette Donaldson  Director, Programs and Outreach
Jill Seigmund  Grants and Program Outreach Associate 
Liz Scholten  Finance Associate (not pictured)

our team

leadership circle
PAST BOARD CHAIRS:
Mike Jenson 2000–2004
Dave Stewart 2005–2007
Paul Johannsen 2008–2010
Carol B. Atkinson 2011–2013
David Dittman 2014–2016
Ken Wessels 2017–2018
Linda Maetzold 2019–2021

Photos: Front/Back Cover: 
Danny Nestor, Bibler Gardens, Kalispell

	 Designed and originally tended 
by Louis A. “Sam” Bibler, Bibler Gardens in 
Kalispell is open to the public each spring 

and summer. For more information,  
visit www.biblergardens.org.  

Graphic Design: Robin Sorg, LLC.
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Foundations National Standards Compliant
National Standards establish legal, ethical, and effective practices, and 
assure donors, government, and media of our commitment to best 
practices. To achieve this certification, community foundations go 
through a rigorous peer review of organizational and financial policies 
and procedures. Community foundations use these standards to pro-
mote self-regulation and set consistent expectations for their boards. 
These standards provide a framework for best practices.

 

Giving together

Greg Garrison
Treasurer 

Retired,   
PricewaterhouseCoopers COO

Sherry Lesar
Kids Fund Chair

Business Owner,  
Stargazer Land and Cattle

Monica Pastor
Business Owner,  

Underscore Art Gallery 

Doug Reed
Grants Chair

Business Owner,
Whitefish Lake Restaurant

WCF | Annual Report 202140

Jay Latimer
Retired,  

Entrepreneur

Janice Case
Retired, Corporate Executive
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P.O. Box 1060 
214 West 2nd Street

Whitefish, Montana 59937
406-863-1781

contact@whitefishcommunityfoundation.org
whitefishcommunityfoundation.org


