
Giving together for the flathead valley 

The Flathead Valley’s home for charitable giving for 25 years.

25th Anniversary Report 2024-2025



OUR CHARTER:
•  We provide effective ways for donors to support nonprofits 
•  We advise donors on strategic giving priorities 
•  We invest charitable dollars to maximize impact 
•  We grow endowments to sustain nonprofits 
•  We provide direct funding to fill critical needs 
•  We lead initiatives that inspire giving 
•  We strengthen local nonprofits to excel at their missions

Our end goal is to improve the quality of life in the Flathead Valley,  
which includes supporting nonprofits that provide 

 valuable resources to our communities. 
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OUR MISSION:
Whitefish Community Foundation is dedicated to fostering philanthropy,  

building endowments, and helping donors and nonprofits benefit the greater Flathead Valley. 
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$100M
Cumulative Grants  

to nonprofits

$42.6M
Total Donor  

Advised Grants 
 (more on page 18)

$35M 
GRANTED through  

the Great Fish  
Community  
Challenge  

(more on page 10)

$3.1M
Community Grants 

(more on page 12)

$979,000
Major Community  

Project Grants  
(more on page 14)

Dear Friends,

As the Flathead Valley’s home for charitable giving for 25 years, Whitefish Community 
Foundation is excited to celebrate our rich history and incredible impact.

Thanks to your generosity, we surpassed $100 million in cumulative granting this 
year—a milestone that reflects the generosity of donors and the tireless efforts of local 
nonprofits. We also reached a record $70 million in assets, ensuring a strong future for 
the Foundation and the organizations we serve.

These achievements are not ours alone. They belong to every donor, nonprofit 
partner, and community member who believes in building a better future for the 
Flathead Valley. Together, we have addressed critical needs, sparked innovation, and 
strengthened the fabric of our communities.

Since 2000, our mission has guided our work: to cultivate a passion for giving, build 
endowments, and work hand–in–hand with donors and nonprofits to improve local 
lives. As we look ahead to the next 25 years, we remain steadfast in that mission—
committed to stewarding community resources for maximum, long-term impact.

Thank you for your trust and continued partnership. You are the reason Whitefish 
Community Foundation continues to grow and thrive. We are honored to 
work with you and are excited for the future ahead.

With gratitude,

Alan Davis, President/CEO

Greg Garrison, Board Chair

CIRCLE OF GIVING
Renew your support or join our Circle of Giving this year! If we secure 250 total 
members this year, the Circle of Giving Fund will receive a special anniversary 
challenge gift of $250,000. 

The Circle of Giving is Whitefish Community Foundation’s core group of donors who 
give $5,000 or more annually to support our grant programs, including the Great Fish 
Community Challenge. Last year, 200 Circle of Giving members donated $2.2 million.

INVEST IN THE FUTURE OF THE FLATHEAD VALLEY
Help us grow our endowment by $3 million. This year, all gifts to our endowment 
will be matched, doubling your investment in the future of the Foundation and the 
nonprofits we serve.

Our annual endowment distribution covers all administrative overhead costs, ensuring 
that 100% of donations support nonprofit projects and programs. Help us lay the 
groundwork to grow and meet the needs of our community for another 25 years and 
beyond. Your endowment gift may be eligible for the Montana Endowment Tax Credit.

OPEN A DONOR ADVISED FUND OR CREATE YOUR LEGACY
Simplify your giving by opening a Donor Advised Fund with Whitefish Community 
Foundation, or work with us to execute the charitable goals in your estate planning. 

A Donor Advised Fund (DAF) is a charitable investment account that can be invested in 
the stock market and support your favorite charities. Whitefish Community Foundation 
holds $35 million in DAF assets that are managed by a top industry professional—Mason 
Investment Advisors. Our fees meet or beat other DAF custodians, and our returns are in 
the top 10% of community foundations nationally.

celebrating
25 years of impact

Please join us in celebrating  
our 25th Anniversary
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By Mike Jenson, John Kramer, and Rox (formerly Rogers) Hicks

It has been said that a lot of good ideas start on a napkin. There were more than a few napkins involved when we began meeting 
at the Buffalo Café over 25 years ago to discuss creating a community foundation to raise charitable funds for local nonprofit 
programs and projects. Joining us at that table so many years ago were the late Connie Heckathorn and Dave Stewart. We were a 
diverse group of community members who shared a love for our little town and wanted to improve the quality of life for everyone 
living here.

In those early days, we faced skepticism from some of the very nonprofits we set out to help. They worried that the community 
could not afford to support yet another nonprofit. Our job was to show the nonprofits that we weren’t there to compete for a slice 
of the pie; we were there to make the pie bigger. We set a lofty goal for ourselves to grant $10 million dollars within 10 years. We 
pulled out our personal checkbooks to award the very first grants, and our Community Grant Program was born.

Today, as we reflect on the 25th anniversary of Whitefish Community Foundation, 
we are humbled by the more than 10,000 donors who have made it possible for us 
to grant over $100 million since 2000! These grants have championed health and 
education initiatives, addressed critical issues such as hunger and homelessness, 
and protected our wildlife and surrounding landscapes. The pie continues to grow, 
supporting nonprofits throughout the Flathead Valley. One of the Foundation’s most 
popular grant programs, the Great Fish Community Challenge, has raised over $35 
million for nonprofits in Kalispell, Columbia Falls, Bigfork, Creston, Hungry Horse, 
and Whitefish. 

How far we’ve come since those first grants that were written from our own 
checkbooks! As Whitefish Community Foundation lays the groundwork to meet  
the needs of the Flathead Valley for another 25 years, we encourage everyone  
living here to get involved in the ways that are most meaningful to you. 

Perhaps this is the year your family opens a Donor Advised Fund or joins the Circle 
of Giving. Maybe you will make a first-time gift through the Great Fish Community 
Challenge, or the local nonprofit you serve will apply for a grant. 

As the Flathead Valley’s home for charitable giving for 25 years, Whitefish 
Community Foundation offers an opportunity for all of us to make a positive 
difference. We hope you will join us!

our founders’ story

“...we are humbled by the more  
than 10,000 donors who have made 

it possible for us to grant over  
$100 million since 2000!”

Founders Connie Heckathorn,  
Mike Jenson, John Kramer,  
Rox Rogers and Dave Stewart 
begin meeting at the Buffalo  
Café in Whitefish to discuss  
creating a community foundation 
to raise charitable gifts for local 
nonprofit projects and programs. 

The Community  
Grant Program  
is born, and 
$7,000 in grants 
are awarded to  
24 nonprofits.

Grants made 
from Donor 
Advised 
Funds and the 
Community Grant 
Program surpass 
$1,000,000.

The first annual Duck Derby 
raises $25,000 for the 
Community Grant Program.

Whitefish Community 
Foundation 
celebrates its 25th 
anniversary by 
awarding $500,000 
in Major Community 
Project Grants.

The 10th annual Great 
Fish Community 
Challenge raises 
$6.7M for 80 Flathead 
Valley nonprofits.

Grants made from 
Donor Advised 
Funds and Whitefish 
Community 
Foundation’s grant 
programs surpass  
$100M.

The Patron Ski 
Pass Program 
is established in 
collaboration with 
Big Mountain to 
raise funds for 
local nonprofits.

Linda Engh-Grady is hired 
as Executive Director, 
setting the Foundation’s 
grant programs on a path  
to rapid expansion.

The Major 
Community Project 
Grant Program 
is born, with a 
grant of $20,000 
awarded for the 
Whitefish High 
School gymnasium 
renovation project.

Russ and Mary Jane 
Street’s $1.1M 
bequest funds seven 
Major Community 
Project Grants and 
nearly doubles 
Whitefish Community 
Foundation’s 
endowment.

1999

2002 2005

2008

2009

2011 2012

2024

2025

2000

Timeline of major milestones from 1999 to 2025
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The Circle of Giving 
Program is created.

In response to 
Covid-19, the 
Foundation awards 
$229,900 from 
the Community 
Emergency Response 
Fund to 26 nonprofits.

The Kids Fund Grant 
Program is created.

Linda Engh-Grady 
retires after  
15 years of service 
to the Foundation. 
Alan Davis is  
hired as the 
President/CEO.

The first 
annual 
Great Fish 
Community 
Challenge is 
held, raising 
$1,126,860 for 
33 nonprofits.

Mike and  
Barbara Jenson  
gift Whitefish 
Community 
Foundation a 
permanent home at 
214 Second Street W.

2014 2015

2020

2021 2023



The Circle of Giving is Whitefish Community Foundation’s core group of 
donors who give $5,000 or more annually to support the grant programs 
and mission of Whitefish Community Foundation. Circle donors pool 
their resources to multiply their impact and provide critical funding to 
hundreds of local nonprofits serving the Flathead Valley.

$2.2M
donated to the 
circle of giving 
program IN 2024

200
donors in 2024

$10,811 
average gift size  

in 2024

2024 Allocation:

Direct Grants to Local Nonprofits
The Circle of Giving is the backbone of all of the Foundation’s 
grant programs, including the Great Fish Match Fund, 
Community Grant Fund, Major Project Grant Fund, and 
Emergency Response Fund.

Whitefish Community Foundation
The Circle of Giving is the engine that keeps Whitefish 
Community Foundation running. Funding supports direct costs 
to host the Great Fish Community Challenge and our Nonprofit 
Development Program. All administrative overhead costs are 
covered by the Foundation’s separate annual endowment 
distribution, ensuring 100% of Circle of Giving donations 
benefit local nonprofit programs.

82.5% 17.5% 

circle of giving

If we secure  

250 total members this year, 

the Circle of Giving Fund  

will receive a special 

anniversary challenge gift  

of $250,000.  

This bonus gift will directly 

benefit local nonprofits 

through our many grant 

programs, including the  

Great Fish Match.

“We were first introduced to Whitefish Community Foundation when the founders were brainstorming over morning coffee at our family’s business, the Buffalo Café. As we 
watched the Foundation grow, we were impressed by the positive impact this energized organization was having in our community by bringing together committed donors 
and nonprofits to benefit our Valley and lift our neighbors in need. It was an easy decision to become involved and join the Circle of Giving as a tangible way to give back.”  

—Linda and Charlie Maetzold
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I was blessed to be born and raised in the Flathead 
Valley. My family homesteaded the Lake Five area near 
Glacier National Park five generations ago, and Karyn 
grew up in a ranching community in central Montana. 
We met in Bozeman where we both attended Montana 
State University. When I graduated from college, I began 
a career with First Interstate Bank and was able to 
move back home to the Flathead Valley. Karyn and I are 
thankful to raise our children in such an incredible place.

We joined the Circle of Giving because we were inspired 
by the passion this diverse group of people has for 
improving the quality of life for everyone in the Flathead 
Valley. It is motivating to be around people who are 
focused on investing in our communities and helping 
those in need. 

We live in Columbia Falls, and I now work in Kalispell 
after having worked in Whitefish for many years. We love 
all of these communities, and we appreciate that the 
Circle of Giving makes it possible for the Foundation to 
support nonprofits throughout the Flathead Valley with 
grants. We are amazed by the momentum of the Great 
Fish Community Challenge and are proud to be part of 
the group that funds the Great Fish Match.

As an upper middle-class family, we would like to dispel 
the myth that only wealthy individuals can make an 
impact. Karyn and I are intentional about our giving 
and must budget accordingly to ensure we honor our 
priorities. We are not able to make five-, six-, or seven-
figure donations, but we know that every dollar counts. 
We trust Whitefish Community Foundation to maximize 
every dollar received so our nonprofits remain healthy 
and vibrant.

brenden & karyn

craig
circle of giving members

“…we would like to dispel the myth  
that only wealthy individuals can make an impact.”
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250 MEMBERS = $250,000 BONUS



Thank you to our 
Circle of giving members
for lifting up the entire nonprofit community 
and inspiring the Flathead Valley to give.

Anonymous (4)
AGL Foundation*
Teri and Jeff Allen*
Lisa and Ole Anderson
Kate and Chip Andrews
Brent Appelgren
Valerie and Beau Armstrong
Kiita Foundation  
   (Jo-Ann and Jim Armstrong)
Mary Dojnik and IV Ashton
Carol and Richard Atkinson*
Lisa and Bob Bailey
Julie and Summerfield Baldridge
Ledjie and Phillip Ballard
Sharon and Dean Baltzell
Charlene and Stephen Barasch
Trish and Rick Bartoskewitz
Lana and Joe Batts
Cindy and Mogens Bay*
Betsy and Bill Bayne*
Dee and Jim Beightol
Tierney and Jon Beizer
Linda and Terry Bell
Kathy Friday and Alec Biele
Bonnie and Rick Billuni
Mary Ann and Bill Bindley
Lannette and Todd Bloom
Sandy and Dick Boyce*

Bev and Robert Braig
Anne and Bud Brigham
Tara and Matt Brister
Deb and Matt Brooks
Beth and Jerome Broussard
Carissa and Mark Brown
Karen and Ethan Budin
Ann and Brad Bulkley
Lindsey and Todd Burris
Eileen Bocci Campbell
Dorothy and Luther Campbell
Thomas Campbell
Kris and Tom Carlson
Janice and James Case*
Maureen Casey
Helen and Larry Cates
Chrest Foundation
Heather and Bill Christopher
Jane Kollmeyer and Terry Chute
Brian Clark
Lauren Sparks and Ron Clearwater
Nadine and Braydon Coburn
Dyan and Michael Colby
Ann and Andrew Cole
Liz and Stewart Coleman
C.K. and Jim Coles
Anne and John Collins*
Linda Cornutt
Stacy and Michael Covey
Karyn and Brenden Craig
Felice and Dow Crocker
Katherine and Gordon Cross

Names in bold represent  
donors who have given  
at the Circle level for five years  
or more, and names with an  
asterisk* represent donors who 
have given for 10 years or more.

Beverly and Larry Dale
Nicci and J.D. Daniher
Frances and Alan Davis
Stephanie and Davis Deadman
Candy and Eddie DeBartolo
Jane and Gary Decker
Lynnette and Mark Donaldson
Myra and Michael Doyle
Nora and Blake Dunlop
Kate and Ross Dworman
Lynn and Ben Dykstra
Margaret Davis and Bruce Ennis
Linda and Jim Farley
First Interstate BancSystem Fdn
Margaret Askew and Patrick Foley
Kate and Michael Fraser
Laurel and Matt Frazer
Kirsten and Putt Fuller
Barbara and Sean Gallagher*
Laura and James Garbacz
Lindsey and Keith Gardner
Robin and Tyler Gardner
Kathy and Greg Garrison
Janelle Gentry
Jamie and Michael Goguen
Adele Goldberg
Davey Gordon
Cheryl Watkins and Dick Gordon
Andrea Sliter Goudge
Linda Engh-Grady and Dave Grady
Cindy Granmo
Colleen and Peter Grant

Sarah and John Graves*
Cameron Blake and Sandy Gray
Jeanine and Ken Green
Cindy and Joe Gregory*
Jill and Chris Gwaltney
Michelle and Cyrus Hadidi
Jes and John Hagale
Hall-Halliburton Foundation
Dana Hanna
Mary Lloyd and Dick Harding
Stephanie and Fred Harman
Sadie and Evan Harris
Suzy and Clay Harrison
Margo and Gary Harrod
Camilla and Barnes Hauptfuhrer
Shannon and Brian Haycox
Kelly and Bob Hayes
Patty and Bob Hayes
Iona McMillan and Dennis Heinzig
Jill and Grant Henderson
Lisa and Doug Hickok
Suzanne and Richard Hildner
Jim Hollensteiner
Ila B. Dousman Fund*
Iron Horse Foundation*
Margo Jacobs
Lou Anne and Jeff Jensen
Barbara and Mike Jenson*
Ann and Paul Jeremiassen*
Leslie and Dan Johnson
Brenda and Jonny Jones
Robyn and Mark Jones

Pat and Sam Jones
Ann and Bill Jones
Sharon and Bill Kahle
Melissa and Pierre Kaptanian
Melinda and Mike Kartsonis
Rachel Kelton
Gina and A.J. King
Maureen and John King
Jon McBride and John Kramer*
Julie Williams and Marshal Kushniruk
Cindy and Tom LaChance
Ginny and Frank Larence
Mignon and Jay Latimer
Gerry and Frank Leftwich
Lindsay Cross-Lerou and Thomas Lerou
Sherry and Dave Lesar*
Susan Stevenson and David Littleton
Maureen Bolton and Edwin Lojeski
Kristen Sramek and Josh Lozman
Steve Lull
Linda and Charlie Maetzold*
Allison and Rick Magnuson
Janet Malone
Sarabeth and John Martin
Jan Mayo
Libby and Murray McCabe
Meislik Family
Abbie Milisci
Lori Miller
Emmy and David Montanye
Betty Monzingo
Ellen and Matt Moran

William G. Myers, Jr.
Gloria and Leif Nelson
Marilyn and Rick Nelson
Amy Johannes and Doug Newton
Terrie and Tom Nitopi
Sue and Brett Oemichen
Danielle and Sam Olsen
Pam and Randall Onstead
Claudine and T.C. Origitano
Missy and David Parrish
Val and Larry Parsons
Chantel and Joel Pemberton
Pam and Vin Perella
Sandy and Dan Perl
Lisa Rigoli and Randy Phillips
Coco and Ross Pickert
Natasha and Jonathan Proto
Blanche Puffer
Quinn Family*
Nikki and Doug Reed
Reggie’s Quick Lube
Victoria Reich
Sue and Hank Ricklefs
Karen and Ron Rosenberg*
Laura Reynolds and Walter Rowntree
Kim and George Ruhana
Melinda Ryan
Charlene Rygg
Julie and Scott Sanderude
Sandy and Al Schellinger
Stacy Schlinger*
Eric Schmidt and Deven Robinson

Mark Schmidt
Liz and Kevin Scholten
Jennifer and Tyler Seibert
Marie and Mike Shaw
Marla and Van Shaw
Janna and Jamie Shennan*
Austine and Vassilis Siomos
Nikki and Everit Sliter
Diana Strassmann and Jeff Smisek
Ashley and G. Stacy Smith
Jill and Kevin Smith
Caroline and Kip Smith
Linda Smith
Lucy Smith
Jennifer and Mark Smith
Claudia and Samuel Smith
Martha and William G. Smith
Carole and Roger Spragg*
Lisa and Jim Stack
Jen and Gus Stein
Margy and Rob Stevens
Kelly and Kim Stimpson
Lisa and Al Stinson
Nancy and David Stokes
The Strong Fund
Jill and Jim Stroud
Summit Beverage
Meg and Chris Temple
Edie Tinkler
Tracy Foundation
Heather and Scott Tucker
Priscilla and Garrett Turner

Toni and Jim Turner
Morgan and Jack Tyler
Michele and Mitchel Usibelli
Kristen and John VanDenburgh
Linda and Andy Viens
Lori and Robb Voyles*
Julie and Rob Waller
Dori and Bill Walton*
Katie and Ben Ward
Leslie and Mike Warning
Boots and Alan Warrick*
Carol Bibler and Jim Watson
Byrdie and Ken Wessels*
Ardy and Steve Whisler*
Patty and Bryan Wick
Judy and David Williams
Sue and Rick Williams
Mary and Hal Williamson
Meggen and Brian Wilson
Bet and Doug Wise
Susan and John Witt*
Debra Wolf
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The 10th annual Great Fish Community Challenge raised a record-
breaking $6,678,402 for 80 Flathead Valley nonprofits. The key to 
success of the Challenge is the Great Fish Match, made possible 
by our growing Circle of Giving and other donors who contribute. 
The Match inspires thousands of other donors to give. For many 
local nonprofits, the Challenge has transformed their organization 
by providing an efficient platform to build awareness, connect 
with new donors, and raise critical operating funds.

GREAT FISH  
COMMUNITY CHALLENGE
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From grassroots to groundbreaking
Land to Hand has participated in the Great Fish Community 
Challenge since 2015 and exemplifies what is possible when 
a nonprofit embraces the Challenge as a platform to scale 
fundraising, grow its team, and deepen its impact. 

In 2015, Land to Hand (then Farm Hands Nourish the Flathead) 
raised $4,855 from 53 donors through the Challenge. Fast forward 
to 2024, and Land to Hand raised an astounding $211,000 from 
424 donors!

This remarkable growth—over 4,200% in dollars raised—has 
powered a parallel evolution in the organization itself. What was 
once an all-volunteer effort has grown into a professional nonprofit 
with seven full-time and three part-time staff, allowing Land to 
Hand to broaden its reach and provide children and families with 
food security, education, and equitable access to fresh, local food.

Land to Hand The Backpack Program supplies nutritious, kid-friendly 
food to 400 Columbia Falls students every week, 
ensuring no child goes hungry over the weekend. And in 
2025, Land to Hand will open a choice pantry specifically 
designed to give families with students in the Columbia 
Falls School District the dignity to choose the food that 
best fits their needs while promoting long-term  
food security.

Land to Hand’s decade-long 
partnership with the Great 
Fish Community Challenge 
stands as a powerful 
example of how sustained, 
community-driven 
philanthropy can help a 
local nonprofit go from 
grassroots to groundbreaking.

“The inaugural Great Fish Community Challenge 
exceeded our expectations and  
raised over $1,126,000  
for 32 local nonprofits.  

We expect the Challenge to grow each year  
and become an essential part of our nonprofits’ 
fundraising programs, increasing their capacity  

and cutting down on fundraising expenses.” 

 –David Dittman, Board Chair 2014-2016

2024

2021

2019

2015 The inaugural Great Fish Community 
Challenge raises $1.1M for 33 nonprofits.

The number of donors giving in the Challenge 
surpasses 2,000.

The total raised breaks $4M for the first time.

A record 4,029 donors give in the 10th Great 
Fish Community Challenge.

Timeline of  
major milestones
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$35M
RAISED SINCE INCEPTION IN 2015

$6,678,402
RAISED IN THE 2024 CHALLENGE FOR 80 NONPROFITS

$1,128,598 
TOTAL 2024 MATCH fund 

$14,500 
match on first $25k raised  
by each participating charity 

30% 
INCREASE in NUMBER  
OF DONORS in 2024  
  
$372,206 
wcf costs to host  
the 2024 challenge



community  
grant Program
As the cornerstone of Whitefish Community Foundation’s grant 
programs, the Community Grant Program was created in 2000  
to have a broad impact on communities throughout the  
Flathead Valley. At the 2024 Community Grant Awards 
Celebration, the Foundation awarded $385,800 in Community 
Grants to 64 nonprofit organizations representing projects and 
programs in Bigfork, Browning, Columbia Falls, Eureka, Evergreen, 
Kalispell, Libby, and Whitefish.

$3.1M
COMMUNITY GRANTS 
AWARDED since 2000

$385,800
COMMUNITY GRANTS  
AWARDED in 2024

64
number of nonprofits receiving  
a COMMUNITY GRANT in 2024

2024

2018

2014

2010

2009

2005

2000

The Community Grant Program is born  
with $7,000 awarded to 24 nonprofits. 
Whitefish Community Foundation board 
members make the first grants from their 
personal checkbooks. 

32 nonprofits serving the Whitefish area 
receive a Community Grant.

The first annual Duck Derby raises $25,000 for 
the Community Grant Program.

Whitefish Community Foundation celebrates 
its 10th anniversary with $100,000 in 
Community Grants to 46 nonprofits.

The Circle of Giving is created to provide a 
reliable source of funding for all of Whitefish 
Community Foundation’s grant programs.

Whitefish Community Foundation’s Board 
of Directors opens the Community Grant 
Program to all 501(c)(3) 
nonprofits serving the 
Flathead Valley.

As the Circle of Giving 
grows, the impact of 
the Community Grant 
Program also grows.  
A record $385,800 is 
awarded to 64 nonprofits. 
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Timeline of  
major milestones
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The Duck Derby was a fun community-wide event that raised more than $250,000 for Whitefish Community Foundation’s  

grant programs from 2009 to 2014. Bill Howard was a tremendous force behind the success of the annual event 

 and earned the Golden Duck Award on three occasions for selling the most ducks.
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Whitefish Community Foundation’s Major Community Project 
Grant program is dedicated to helping nonprofit organizations 
complete capital projects that will have a significant and positive 
effect on communities in the Flathead Valley.

major community 
project grants

$979,000
awarded from 

2011-2024 

$125,000
awarded in 2024

2024 major community  
project grants 
$25,000 Awarded to  
Northwest Montana Community Land Trust
To secure four permanently affordable homes for families in the 
Trailview neighborhood in Whitefish

$50,000 Awarded to  
ImagineIF Library Foundation
To bring a new public library to the community of Bigfork

$50,000 Awarded to  
North Valley Music School
To build a new campus in Whitefish. Several Donor Advised Fund 
holders joined us for a total impact of $130,000.

The Major Community Project Grant  
Program is born with $20,000 awarded for  
the Whitefish High School gymnasium 
renovation project.

Russ and Mary Jane Street’s bequest  
funds seven $25,000 Major Community 
Project Grants.

Shepherd’s Hand Free Clinic receives a grant 
to support the dental program. 

Whitefish Legacy Partners receives a grant to 
permanently protect 1,500 acres through the 
Beaver Lakes Conservation Easement.

Three Rivers EMS receives a grant to replace 
their ambulance cardiac monitor.

North Valley Food Bank receives a grant to 
expand warehouse space and create an onsite 
commercial kitchen.

Land to Hand receives a grant to relocate 
a building next to the Wildcat Garden at 
Columbia Falls Junior High School to serve  
as the ideal place to offer educational 
programs for children and provide fresh local 
food to families.

Flathead Audubon Society receives a grant 
to permanently protect 442-acres along 
the Flathead River at the Owen Sowerwine 
Natural Area.

Whitefish Community Foundation announces 
$500,000 in grants to be awarded in 
celebration of the Foundation’s  
25th anniversary.

2025

2023

2022

2021

2020

2014

2013

2012

2011
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Timeline of  
major milestones

The Montana Veterans Home in Columbia Falls 

received a Major Community Project Grant in 

2018 to purchase a new wheelchair-accessible 

bus for residents.



Whitefish Community Foundation’s Community Emergency 
Response Grant Program provides flexible resources for nonprofits 
facing an unexpected emergency. These grants may be deployed 
rapidly to support nonprofits during a recognized emergency 
or disaster in the Flathead Valley or they may be utilized to fund 
projects or repairs that must be addressed immediately in order to 
keep a local nonprofit operating.

Emergency Response 
Grant Program

$426,723
awarded since 2009 

$71,918
awarded in 2024

2024 emergency
response grants 
$17,000 Awarded to fast blackfeet
To repair their Ō’yō’·ṗ’ On Wheels van and purchase a used 
refrigerated truck, allowing them to resume mobile pantry service 
to eight outlying communities on the Blackfeet Reservation

$2,500 Awarded to Whitefish Community School
To replace the preschool’s failing air conditioning unit in the 
middle of summer

$7,418 Awarded to Camas Day School
To replace the preschool’s unsafe and inefficient windows

$45,000 Awarded to NeighborWorks Montana
To help displaced residents of the Spring Creek Mobile Home  
Park in Evergreen find new housing after they received mass 
eviction notices

Twenty-six Emergency Response Grants 
totaling $229,900 are awarded to Flathead 
Valley nonprofits to address challenges 
brought on by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Samaritan House receives a grant to deploy a 
temporary shelter for individuals and families 
displaced by the closure of the Fairbridge Inn 
& Suites in Kalispell.

Flathead Warming Center receives a grant to 
replace the shelter’s failing roof.

North Valley Food Bank receives a grant to 
help replace their refrigerated food truck.

2022

2023

2020
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Timeline of  
major milestones

“It was truly inspiring to see our 
community rally together so quickly to 

support the residents of Spring Creek in 
Evergreen. Thanks to the generosity of 
local donors and Whitefish Community 

Foundation, we were able to provide 
critical relocation assistance to 26 low-

income families—ensuring they remained 
housed in one of the most challenging 

housing markets in the nation. For 
many, this support not only prevented 

displacement, but also opened the door to 
safer, more stable housing opportunities.”

–Danielle Maiden,  
NeighborWorks Montana Cooperative 

 Housing Director
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Whitefish Community Foundation’s Micro Grant Program was designed 
to provide a low-barrier path for small and recently established 
nonprofits to apply for up to $1,000 in funding. For many small 
nonprofits, receiving a Micro Grant is the first step in developing a 
relationship with the Foundation. In 2024, these 12 Flathead Valley 
nonprofits received a $1,000 Micro Grant:

•	Columbia Falls High School Speech and Debate Team 
To offset travel costs for students competing at the National Speech and 
Debate Tournament 

•	The LOT Project  
To assemble Survival Kits, including high-protein food, thermal blankets, 
and first-aid items, for homeless veterans to be distributed at the North 
West Montana Veterans Stand Down

•	Kalispell School District 
To send students to Academic WorldQuest at the University of Montana

•	Whitefish Band Boosters 
To support educational enrichment for Whitefish middle and high 
school band programs 

•	Montana State Parks Foundation 
To replace the swim dock at Les Mason State Park 

•	Authors of the Flathead 
To build an interactive website

•	Bear Grass Performing Arts 
To purchase sheet music for the Flathead Valley Youth Chorus

•	Whitefish School District 
To purchase 100 uniforms for the Middle School Cross Country Team

•	Rainbow’s End Daycare 
To purchase art and educational enrichment supplies

•	West Shore Food Bank 
To purchase and distribute 100 holiday food boxes to families in need

•	Driving Hope 
To refurbish a tow truck for salvaging donated vehicles

•	Montana Alpine Race School 
To expand alpine ski racing training through coaching support

Micro Grant Program
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Early in 2020, Whitefish philanthropists Sherry and Dave Lesar 
issued a challenge from the Lesar Family Foundation to raise 
funding to support impactful programs for Flathead Valley 
children who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless.  
In response, Whitefish Community Foundation created the Kids 
Fund to support programs in the areas of housing, health and 
mental wellness, safety, food access, and education that mitigate 
the challenges faced by these youth and their families. 

kids fund
giving voice to children

$532,846
kids fund grants  

from 2020–2024

$111,700
kids fund grants  

in 2024

2024 
kids fund 

grants

$50,000 Awarded to Bigfork ACES 
To support the creation of an afterschool program for middle 
school students in Bigfork

$24,000 Awarded to Flathead Youth Home 
To support a Youth Advocate staff position that connects each 
resident to resources and supports these youth post discharge, 
setting them up for success into adulthood

$7,700 Awarded to Land to Hand 
To expand and upgrade a food, clothing and resource pantry for 
students at Columbia Falls High School

$30,000 Awarded  
to Center for Restorative Youth Justice 
To support a Youth Program Director & School Liaison to 
work within local school districts, offering teens meaningful 
accountability opportunities outside of the juvenile justice system

Kids Fund Grant Recipients from 2020-2024 
•  Bigfork ACES 
•  Boys & Girls Club of Glacier Country 
•  CASA for Kids 
•  Center for Restorative Youth Justice 
•  Child Bridge 
•  Flathead Youth Home 
•  Land to Hand 
•  Nate Chute Foundation

The Kids Fund supports programs in 
the areas of housing, health and mental 

wellness, safety, food access, and 
education that mitigate challenges and 

prevent youth from becoming homeless. 
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2022

2021

2020

2019
Whitefish Community Foundation hosts 
a community forum to address youth 
homelessness.

In response to a match challenge from the 
Lesar Family Foundation, Whitefish Community 
Foundation creates the Kids Fund.

Boys & Girls Club of Glacier Country creates 
a new afterschool program for youth in 
Evergreen, thanks to a multi-year grant from the 
Kids Fund.

CASA for Kids receives a multi-year Kids Fund 
Grant to support a Youth Case Manager who 
provides targeted case management and peer-
to-peer support activities for foster youth and 
alumni age 14-23.

Kids Fund grants surpass $530,000 to  
8 Flathead Valley nonprofits.

Timeline of  
major milestones

2024

Sherry & Dave

Lesar
circle of giving members

donor advised fund holders

We left the event feeling there had to be 
something more that could be done to help local 
nonprofits better serve these children. 

Dave and I determined that Whitefish Community 
Foundation was the right vehicle to accomplish 
our goal. Knowing that the Foundation thoroughly 
vets all nonprofits before granting any funding, 
we felt secure that our contributions would go to 
worthy organizations where every dollar would 
make a difference. We met with Linda Engh-Grady 
and decided to create a new fund specifically 
to help nonprofits working to impact youth 
homelessness and hunger. We chose to make  
our gift to this new fund a matching opportunity 
for donors.

The Kids Fund connects donors with local 
nonprofits that are working to better the 
lives of at-risk children through sustainable 
programs. Kids Fund grants focus on the areas 
of homelessness, health, education, and safety. 
The fund’s mission is to help qualifying nonprofits 
create sustainable programs that really ‘move the 
needle’ and help them get to a deeper level  
of service.

Since its inception in 2019, and through the very 
generous contributions of our matching donors, 
the Kids Fund has made transformational impact. 
We are very proud of the positive change that  
the Kids Fund is making in children’s lives.

“I have served on the board of Whitefish 
Community Foundation for many years,  
and I knew about the hard work of these 

organizations, but the information  
and stories they shared that night  

shocked even me.”

The Flathead Valley is known for its beauty, year-
round recreation, and friendly people.  However, 
there is another aspect to this special valley that 
many locals, seasonal residents, and visitors do 
not know about: youth homelessness.  

Youth homelessness is not just about lacking 
a safe and stable place to live. It is a serious 
problem that affects every aspect of a child’s life. 
It involves food insecurity, physical and mental 
health issues, sporadic school attendance, and 
academic struggles. It’s also about ‘aging out’ 
of the foster home system at 18 and suddenly 
having no safety net.

The Kids Fund grew out of an informational event 
sponsored by Whitefish Community Foundation in 
2019 where several local nonprofit organizations 
that serve at-risk children described their roles, 
shared their daily challenges, and answered 
questions. A young woman who had been able to 
find a way out of homelessness with the help of 
one of these nonprofits spoke about her journey. 

I have served on the board of Whitefish 
Community Foundation for many years, and I 
knew about the hard work of these organizations, 
but the information and stories they shared that 
night shocked even me. 
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What is a Donor Advised Fund?

A Donor Advised Fund (DAF) is a charitable giving account designed to help 
families and individuals GIVE, GROW, and GRANT to support their  
favorite nonprofits.  

how does a donor advised fund work?

WHY OPEN A DONOR ADVISED FUND AT  
WHITEFISH COMMUNITY FOUNDATION?

Supporting your favorite nonprofits is quick and easy through Whitefish Community 
Foundation’s online portal, where you can research charities, recommend 
grants, view your granting history, and download monthly statements. Whitefish 
Community Foundation can share our expertise on local nonprofits. Our fees match 
or beat corporate DAFs and best of all, they stay local and directly support our 
mission. Investment returns are in the top 10% of community foundations nationally.

donor advised funds

$42.6M
awarded through  

donor advised  
fund program  

since 2000

$5.1M
AWARDED in 2024
a 13.5% increase  

over 2023

75
donor advised  

funds in 2024

GIVE
Donors establish a DAF through a minimum gift of $5,000 
and receive an immediate tax deduction.

GROW
Whitefish Community Foundation works with expert advisors to 
invest the fund based on the donor’s giving timeline. Additional 
gifts to the DAF can be made at any time. 

GRANT
Donors utilize Whitefish Community Foundation’s online portal 
to request grants to any 501(c)(3) charity in the United States.
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Terry Chute and Jane Kollmeyer founded the 
Nate Chute Foundation in 1999 to promote 
mental wellness and reduce suicide. The 
nonprofit organization received its first grant 
from Whitefish Community Foundation in 2003 
to provide mental health services to children 
in the Whitefish School District not covered 
by insurance or Medicaid. Since then, Nate 
Chute Foundation has proven itself as a leader 
in delivering impactful preventative services 
and educational programs in schools and 
workplaces throughout the Flathead Valley. 
Whitefish Community Foundation is proud to 
support the work of Nate Chute Foundation 
through our various grant programs, including 
the Great Fish Community Challenge, 
Community Grants, and Kids Fund. 

terry

chute 
&

Jane

kollmeyer
donor advised fund holders, 

circle of giving members,  
metc donors

Since you applied for that very first grant from 
Whitefish Community Foundation in 2003, 
how has your engagement with the Foundation 
evolved?

When Jane’s mother passed, we used some of 
her inheritance to open a Donor Advised Fund at 
Whitefish Community Foundation. Over the years 
we have used our Donor Advised Fund to direct 
charitable contributions to nonprofit organizations 
throughout Montana. We subsequently joined the 
Circle of Giving, established a Legacy Fund, and 
worked with Whitefish Community Foundation 
to establish an endowment for the Nate Chute 
Foundation utilizing the Montana Endowment 
Tax Credit. 

As a nonprofit founder and leader, what do 
you value most about working with Whitefish 
Community Foundation?

First and foremost, we appreciate Whitefish 
Community Foundation’s dedication to helping 
our nonprofit be the best that we can be. Many 
local nonprofits would not exist today if it were 
not for financial support, mentoring, and training 
that Whitefish Community Foundation provides. 
Both individual nonprofits and the entire nonprofit 
community are stronger and more effective due to 
the leadership and support provided by Whitefish 
Community Foundation.

As a donor, what do you value most 
about working with Whitefish Community 
Foundation?

Whitefish Community Foundation makes it easy 
and rewarding for us to support local nonprofits 
in several ways. We appreciate the relationship 
we have with Whitefish Community Foundation—
the staff knows us personally and helps us to 
achieve our goals for charitable giving, both now 
and in the future. Each of Whitefish Community 
Foundation’s giving programs is cost effective  
and uncomplicated.

“First and foremost, we appreciate 
Whitefish Community Foundation’s 

dedication to helping our nonprofit be  
the best that we can be.”
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legacy society

Whitefish Community Foundation  

is here to help you leave a  

lasting legacy  
according to your wishes.

Thank You, Legacy 
Society Members
Anonymous (8) 
Carol and Richard Atkinson 
Julie and Summerfield Baldridge 
Mary VanBuskirk and Roger Barber 
Betsy and Bill Bayne
Dorothy and Luther Campbell 
Kris and Tom Carlson 
Jane Kollmeyer and Terry Chute 
Anne and John Collins 
Lynnette and Mark Donaldson 
Daniel Gagen
Tanya and Judah Gersh 
Linda Engh-Grady and Dave Grady
Cynthia Granmo 
Dana Hanna
Connie and Jake Heckathorn* 
Joaquenia and Klaus Heinrich 
Thomas A. Hughes, III 
Barbara and Mike Jenson 
Ann and Paul Jeremiassen 
Herbert Kameon Trust* 
John Kramer Jr. 
Janice and Paul McCann
Meislik Family 
Michael H. Meszaros*
William G. Myers, Jr.
Sue and Brett Oemichen
Blake Reese Memorial Endowment 
Susan and Henry Ricklefs 
Dean A. Robbins (Wiley Homestead) 
SBB Fund 
M & S Schmidt Fund 
Doris Schumm* 
Janna and Jamie Shennan 
Lisa and Jim Stack 
Sharon Stevens 
Dave Stewart* 
Mary Jane and Russ Street* 
Jordan and Travis Taylor 
Virginia Weldon*
Susan and John Witt

* Deceased

The Legacy Society is a special group of donors who share a vision of providing 
for the needs of future generations through planned giving. Whitefish Community 
Foundation specializes in working with donors to create lasting impact for  
our community.

Legacy Society donors can take advantage of numerous tools to leave a legacy, 
including a bequest in their will or trust or taking advantage of the Montana 
Endowment Tax Credit with a deferred charitable gift annuity. A Legacy Fund is 
a charitable tool that allows donors to make annual distributions to their favorite 
charities after they are gone, and Whitefish Community Foundation ensures the 
funds are prudently invested and granted out according to the donor’s wishes.
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Whitefish Community Foundation is pleased to work with 
businesses and families to establish scholarships that help 
young adults reach their educational goals. The Foundation 
professionally manages all aspects of the process from start 
to finish. We help donors develop eligibility criteria for their 
scholarship, guide students through the application process, 
and invest the funds to preserve value and foster growth. 

Active Scholarship Funds:

•  Dorothy and Luther Campbell Scholarship

•  Glacier Restaurant Group–R.I.S.E. Scholarship

•  Jean Atkinson Driggers Scholarship

•  Kiita Foundation Scholarship

•  Montana Coffee Traders Scholarship

Scholarships
Making Futures  
Brighter Together

$118,500
awarded since 2015 

13
students received 
scholarships IN 2024

jim & Lisa

stack
legacy society

donor advised fund holders
circle of giving members

We’ve built our lives, our home, and our business in Whitefish and the Flathead 
Valley, so giving back to our cherished community has never been more important 
to us. Whitefish Community Foundation has been at the core of our philanthropic 
efforts—from starting a Donor Advised Fund to more recently establishing a Legacy 
Endowment Fund, rather than creating a private foundation.  We worked closely with 
the Foundation team to structure the Legacy Fund—and its future granting—around 
our values and wishes.  Their commitment to fiscal responsibility, high standards, and 
focus on long-term community impact gave us complete confidence.
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The Montana Endowment Tax Credit (METC) helps build nonprofit 
endowment funds by allowing donors to pay less in Montana state income taxes 
when they make a planned gift to a qualified Montana charitable endowment,  
such as any of the 46 endowment funds held at Whitefish Community Foundation.

In 2024, 21 donors saved approximately $400,000 in Montana state income taxes 
by investing $1M in nonprofit endowment funds held by Whitefish Community 
Foundation. Since inception in 2012, a total of $4.2M has been raised for nonprofit 
endowments through the METC program at Whitefish Community Foundation.

Montana endowment 
tax Credit

$1,002,606
Tax Credit Gifts  
Received in 2024 

119
metc gifts

received since 2012

TYPE OF GIFT

AMOUNT OF  
MONTANA  

ENDOWMENT
 TAX CREDIT

Endowments offer nonprofits an annual distribution to support critical operations and programs. As an endowment grows over 
time, the annual distribution also grows. Holding an endowment allows a nonprofit to have a reliable revenue source and builds 
long-term sustainability for the organization.

nonprofit endowments held by wcf:

building endowments
for nonprofit sustainability

$23.5M 
total endowed  

assets 

$4.1M 
distributions to 

nonprofits 
since 2014 

$559,327
endowment 

distributions  
in 2024

46
number of  

endowments  
held by wcf

Abbie Shelter Endowment
Alpine Theatre Project Endowment
Back Country Horsemen Endowment
Bob Marshall Wilderness Fdn Endowment
CASA for Kids Endowment
Center for Restorative Youth Justice Endowment
Child Bridge Endowment
DREAM Adaptive Recreation Endowment
First Presbyterian Church Endowment
Flathead Audubon Society Endowment
Flathead Food Bank Endowment
Flathead Land Trust Endowment
Flathead Shelter Friends Endowment
Foy's To Blacktail Trail Maintenance Endowment
Glacier National Park Conservancy Endowment
Glacier Nordic Club Endowment
Glacier Symphony and Chorale Endowment
Habitat for Humanity Endowment
Hockaday Museum of Art Endowment
Human Therapy on Horseback Endowment
Humane Society of NW MT Endowment
Immanuel Foundation Endowment
Kalispell Education Foundation Endowment 
Land to Hand Endowment 

Logan Health Foundation—Whitefish Hospital Endowment
Montana History & Civics Education Endowment
Nate Chute Foundation Endowment
Nonprofit Development Program Endowment
North Valley Food Bank Endowment
North Valley Music School Endowment
North Valley Music School Youth Scholarship Endowment
Patrol Fund Endowment
Shepherd's Hand Endowment
Smith Fields Endowment
Somers Beach State Park Endowment
Sparrow’s Nest of NW MT Endowment
Stumptown Art Studio Endowment
Stumptown Historical Society Endowment
The WAVE Endowment
Whitefish Community Foundation Endowment
Whitefish Community Library Endowment
Whitefish Dog Park Endowment
Whitefish Education Foundation Endowment
Whitefish Library Association Endowment
Whitefish Performing Arts Center Endowment
Whitefish Theatre Company Endowment
Whitefish Trail Endowment

“We are incredibly grateful for the generous donors who contribute to our endowment fund at Whitefish Community Foundation. Their 
support helps secure the future of CASA for Kids by meeting our immediate needs and enabling us to seize opportunities. Thanks to the 
expert financial management of the Foundation, our annual distribution is predictable and growing, allowing us to impact even more kids 
today while also planning for a bright future.” 

–Cindy Basnett, Executive Director of CASA for Kids 
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FOR INDIVIDUALS FOR BUSINESSES

Planned Gift (Deferred Gift Annuity)  
of cash or appreciated securities.  

Minimum gift size $10,000.

40% of the initial gift,  
up to max credit  

of $15,000 per taxpayer  
($30,000 for joint filers).  

The remaining gift amount  
provides a federal tax deduction.

Direct gift of cash or  
appreciated securities.
No minimum gift size.

20% of gift amount,  
up to max credit  

of $15,000.  
The remaining gift amount  

provides a federal tax deduction.  s
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“The Montana Endowment Tax Credit for us is more of a tool than an incentive. We developed our giving strategy to focus 
on kids and giving them a voice around the issues of youth homelessness and foster care. We have used the tax credit 
structure to create a long-term sustainable gift for an organization that is doing great work on behalf of local children.”

–Jeff and Teri Allen
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Great fish award $10,000
The Great Fish Award is given annually to an organization that 
demonstrates tremendous leadership and dedication toward 
advancing their mission and impacting the critical needs in 
local communities. Samaritan House received the 2024 Great 
Fish Award for the organization’s work to provide basic needs 
and shelter to unhoused community members while fostering 
self-respect and human dignity.

Linda Engh-Grady Award  
for Nonprofit Excellence $10,000
Whitefish Legacy Partners Executive Director Heidi Van Everen 
received the inaugural Linda Engh-Grady Award for Nonprofit 
Excellence in recognition of her efforts to develop the Whitefish 
Trail system and place the surrounding landscapes into 
permanent conservation. The accompanying grant supported 
the Smith Lake Legacy project.

Jean and Bill Howard  
Memorial Award $5,000
Flathead Youth Home received the Jean and Bill Howard 
Memorial Award and an accompanying $5,000 grant for the 
organization’s commitment to helping youth to feel safe, have a 
sense of belonging, and find a place to call home.

Russ and Mary Jane Street  
Community Service Award $2,500
Whitefish Winter Carnival received the Russ and Mary Jane 
Street Community Service Award and an accompanying $2,500 
grant for providing over 60 years of festivities during the month 
of February.

2024 Special 
award winners

The 2024 Great Fish Award 
presented by Carol Atkinson  

to Samaritan House.

Doris Schumm  
Community Spirit Award $2,500
Foy’s to Blacktail Trails received the Doris Schumm Community 
Spirit Award and an accompanying $2,500 grant for the 
organization’s work to conserve local lands and create a multi-
use trail system connecting Blacktail Mountain, Herron Park, 
and the greater Flathead Valley.

Connie Heckathorn  
Cheers for Volunteers Award $2,500
Kyle Waterman was recognized for going above and beyond 
for Western Montana Mental Health Center, Samaritan House, 
Flathead County Suicide Task Force, Kalispell Daybreak Rotary, 
and other organizations. Kyle directed the accompanying 
$2,500 grant to Samaritan House.

Bill and Sarah Dakin were recognized as a couple for their 
significant contributions of service to Gateway to Glacier Trails, 
Northwest Montana History Museum, Flathead Land Trust, 
Columbia Falls Academic Foundation, as well as city and county 
planning boards. Bill and Sarah directed the accompanying 
$2,500 grant to the Flathead Warming Center.

Founders Leadership Award $2,500
Whitefish resident John Collins received the Founders 
Leadership Award for his leadership in philanthropy, board 
service, and conservation. A $2,500 grant accompanied the 
award, which John directed to FAST Blackfeet, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to improving food security, providing 
nutrition education, and reclaiming and building food 
sovereignty within the Blackfeet Nation.

Corporate Citizenship Award $2,500
KGEZ Radio received the Corporate Citizenship Award for 
their decades-long support of the Flathead Valley nonprofit 
community. A $2,500 grant accompanied the award, which 
KGEZ directed to the Kalispell Education Foundation and their 
work to support Kalispell Public Schools.

Whitefish Community Foundation recognizes the 
work of outstanding nonprofits each year.
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My Glacier Village has taken advantage of several NpDP offerings to grow steadily since inception in 2020. Their team of volunteers attended 
governance, fundraising, and grant writing workshops in the early days, and used this knowledge to build a solid foundation and hire their 
first staff member in 2022. In 2024, the organization participated in the Great Fish Community Challenge for the first time, and they received 
a $2,000 NpDP Capacity Building Grant to engage a consultant and develop a strategic plan. 

“Working through this process together with Whitefish Community Foundation was amazing! We were able to prioritize goals, assign tasks, 
and develop timelines to complete a strategic plan. For the first time, we have a roadmap!” 
–Kathy Cozad, My Glacier Village Board Chair

nonprofit  
development  
program (Npdp)
Whitefish Community Foundation offers free professional 
development, capacity building, and networking opportunities 
for local nonprofit staff and board members. Our Nonprofit 
Development Program has helped organizations improve their 
fiscal responsibility, fundraising, outreach, and governance. 
Nonprofits can also apply for a $2,000 Capacity Building Grant 
to purchase donor database or accounting software or to 
develop a strategic plan.

2024 nonprofit workshops:

13
number of  

learning  
opportunities  

in 2024

100+
nonprofits  

attended in 2024

24
number of nonprofits 

awarded a capacity  
building grant  

since 2021

•  Guarding the Mission: Duties Every Board Must Uphold

•  What Nonprofits Need to Know about the Montana 
    Endowment Tax Credit

•  HR Do’s and Don’ts

•  Planning a Successful Capital Campaign

•  Succession with Intention

•  Grow Your Gifts

•  Nonprofit Managing Fundamentals

•  Your Insurance Questions Answered

•  Building Your Generosity Framework
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by the numbers
composition of assets
2024 year end

As of December 31 ........................ 2024 .................. 2023

Total Assets ...........................................$67,617,402.........$61,445,231

Total Contributions ..............................$17,012,895.........$17,925,000

Total Grant Distributions .....................$15,092,559..........$13,745,000

2,044
number of  

grants awarded

$7,384 
average  

grant amount

353 
number of  
nonprofit
recipients

$42,755 
average per nonprofit

GROWTH IN GRANTING

financial 
stewardship
As part of our mission to foster philanthropy, build endowments, and help donors 
and nonprofits benefit our communities, Whitefish Community Foundation is wholly 
committed to being good stewards of the donor funds entrusted to us. Prudent asset 
management supports strong grant programs capable of meeting community needs 
long into the future. Our financially savvy Investment Committee and staff work closely 
with nationally acclaimed Mason Investment Advisory Services to ensure that all assets 
entrusted to us are invested in a diverse portfolio designed to maximize returns while 
minimizing risk and volatility.

INVESTMENT COMMITTEE
G. Stacy Smith, Chair
John Collins
Brenden Craig
Greg Garrison
Hank Ricklefs
Jamie Shennan
Ardy Whisler

FINANCIAL MANAGERS
DISCLOSURE
Investment Manager:  
Mason Investment Advisory Services
Custodian: Pershing, LLC
CPA: Sallie Brown, 
JCCS, CPAs, PC, Whitefish
Auditor: Tony Vanorny, 
JCCS, CPAs, PC, Kalispell

Whitefish Community Foundation 
operates under section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue code as a 
public charity I.D. #81-0533002. 
Review annual 990 report at 
whitefishcommunityfoundation.org

Whitefish Community Foundation 
recommends that you seek  
advice from your tax advisor and/or 
attorney for all your charitable giving.

INVESTMENT REturns 
(annualized & net of fees)

Investment returns are ending December 31, 2024

LONG-TERM GROWTH  
ALLOCATION

BALANCED POOL  
ALLOCATION

	                                                               1-YR                      3-YR                       5-YR	           

Long-Term Growth	 9.16%	 2.98% 	 7.47%		

Balanced 	 6.70%	 1.68%	 5.19%	

Capital Preservation 	 4.86%	 3.44%	 2.33%		

GRANT DISTRIBUTIONS BY FUND TYPE total assets BY FUND TYPE
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Gifts designated to nonprofits  
through the Great Fish Community  
Challenge were acknowledged in  
the Great Fish Community Challenge 
Report and should also be included  
in each nonprofit’s annual report.

Thank you, 2024 donors!
Thank you for helping us make a difference in our community. We are changing lives 
together! The following donors gave directly to Whitefish Community Foundation:

Anonymous (27)
Abel, Kevin and Christine*
Abruzzo Italian Kitchen
Ackroyd, David and Ruth
Acton Partners
AGL Foundation*
Akey, Lin and Kathy*
Albert, Chris and Sophie
Alexander, Jane
Allen, Jeff and Teri*
Ametsbichler, Wolf
Andersen, Nancy
Andrews, Chip and Kate
Andrus, Dan and Grace
Appelgren, Brent*
Armstrong, Beau and Val
Armstrong, Jim and Jo-Ann 
   (Kiita Foundation)
Ashton, IV and Mary Dojnik*
Askevold, Gerald
Atkinson, Richard and Carol*
Babiak, Tim and Linda
Backslope Brewing
Bailey, Bob and Lisa
Baldridge, Maryl
Baldridge, Summerfield and Julie*
Ball, Kirk
Ballard, Phillip and Ledjie*
Baltzell, Dean and Sharon*
Bannigan, Tom and Louise

Barasch, Stephen and Charlene*
Barber, Roger and  
   Mary VanBuskirk*
Barham, Michael and Kristi
Barker, Rod and Marianne*
Bartoskewitz, Rick and Trish
Batts, Joe and Lana
Bax, Gayle
Bay, Mogens and Cindy*
Bayne Foundation
Bayne, Bill and Betsy*
Beale, Paul and Amy*
Beightol, Jim and Dee
Beizer, Jon and Tierney
Bell, Terry and Linda*
Bennett, Bob and Caryl*
Bergum, Barbara
Biele, Alec and Kathy Friday
Billuni, Rick and Bonnie*
Bindley, Bill and Mary Ann*
Bishop, Rita*
Blair, Ed and Kelly Ingham
Blair, Bob and JoBeth
Bloom, Todd and Lannette
Blumhardt, David and Mary Beth
BNSF Railway Foundation*
Boatwright, Carlene
Boody, Bruce
Boorman, Barbara
Bosa, Lauren
Boyce, Dick and Sandy*
Boyer, Matt and Gretchen
Braig, Robert and Beverly
Braig, Rob and Samantha
Brandt, Ron and Marilyn
Brien, Katie
Brigham, Bud and Anne
Brister, Matt and Tara
Broussard Charitable Foundation*
Brown, Mark and Carissa

Brown, Bob and Sue
Bruce, Larry and Molly
Bruggeman, Denise
Budin, Ethan and Karen
Bulkley, Brad and Ann
Bullock, David and Janice
Burris, Todd and Lindsey
Burton, Andrew
Burton, Paul*
Butcher, Peter and Jean
Campbell, Eileen Bocci*
Campbell, Luther and Dorothy*
Campbell, Thomas
Candler, Kathy
Carlson, Tom and Kris*
Carstens, James and Sue
Carter, Jake and Sonia
Case, James and Janice*
Case, John and Patricia*
Casey, Maureen*
Casteel, Bob and Patsy*
Castor, Rich
Cha, Juanita Rose
Chaisson, Megan
Chaney, John*
Chauner, Linda
Chisholm, Dean
Chrest Foundation
Christopher, Bill and Heather
Church of the Cross*
Chute, Terry and Jane Kollmeyer*
Clamage, Eric and Rachel Mogul
Clark, Brian*
Clearwater, Ron and Lauren Sparks
Cloutier, Jenny*
Coburn, Braydon and Nadine
Coghlan, Alicia
Cohen, Connie
Colby, Michael and Dyan
Coleman, Stewart and Liz

Coles, Jim and C. K.*
Collier, Cary and Kim
Collins, John and Anne*
Connolly, Shannon
Coolidge, Del and Linda
Cooney, Ned and Cathy
Cornutt, Linda*
Corson, Tim and Deidre*
Covey, Michael and Stacy
Coyne, Wendy*
Cozad, Karl and Kathy*
Craig, Brenden and Karyn
Craven, Kurt and Billie Thomas
Crocker, Dow and Felice*
Cross, Gordon and Katherine*
Cubberley, Lindy*
Cummings, John and Lois
Curtis, Katherine*
Dahle, Megan
Dahlman, Tanner
Dakin, Bill and Sarah
Dale, Larry and Beverly*
Damici, Dennis
Danczyk, Gary and Annell*
Daniher, J.D. and Nicci
Davidson Construction, Inc.
Davis, Alan and Frances
Davis, Larry and Roberta Myers
Davis, Margaret
Deadman, Davis and Stephanie
DeBartolo, Eddie and Candy*
Dennis & Phyllis Washington Fdn*
Diaco, Michael
Dittman, David and Frances*
Divoky, Terry and Dennis
Dominguez, Andres and Lynn
Donaldson, Mark and Lynnette*
Doney, Michael and Jennifer*
Donovan, Tama
Doughman, Bryan and Jenny

Good, Wanda*
Goodwin, Bill and Valerie
Gordon, Davey*
Gordon, Miles and Jan*
Gordon, Dick and Cheryl Watkins*
Gorton, Dan
Grady, Dave and Linda Engh-Grady*
Granmo, Cindy*
Grant, Peter and Colleen*
Graves, John and Sarah*
Gray, Sandy and Cameron Blake*
Great Northern Bar*
Green, Ken and Jeanine
Greenup, Taylor
Greenwood, Tim and Darci
Gregory, Joe and Cindy*
Groschupf, James and Perk
Grove, Larry and Dianne*
Gwaltney, Chris and Jill*
Hadidi, Cyrus and Michelle
Hagale, John and Jes*
Hagg, John and Kristin
Hall-Halliburton Foundation
Hanna, Dana
Hansen, Loren and Michele
Harding, Tom and Sue*
Harmon Crane and Rigging
Harms, Greg
Harris Financial
Harris, Evan and Sadie
Harris, Jacque and Willo
Harrison, Clay and Suzy
Harrison, Ruth*
Harrod, Gary and Margo*
Hartman, Patricia
Hawxhurst, Scott and  
   Melissa Sladek*
Haycox, Brian and Shannon*
Hayes, Bob and Kelly
Hayes, Bob and Patty*
Heffernan, Leslie
Heinrich, Klaus and Joaquenia*
Heinzig, Dennis and Iona McMillan
Helbach, Charles and Julie
Helps, Jean
Henderson, Grant and Jill*
Hermes, Bob and Carol

Doyle, Michael and Myra
Ducsak, Thomas
Dunlevie, Bruce and Elizabeth
Dunlop, Blake and Nora*
Dworman, Ross and Kate*
Dykstra, Ben and Lynn*
Eisenzimer, Kelsey
Ellingson, Brittan and Lauren
Ennis, Bruce and Maggie Davis
Ennis, Felicia
Erfle, John and Linda
Erickson, Bart and Carole
Erickson, Leif and Aubrey
Ericson, Dave and Sarah*
Esch, Tom and Charlene
Fearon, Jeffrey
First Interstate BancSystem Fdn*
First Interstate Bank*
Fishman, Alice
Flathead Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Flink, Erik and Michelle
Fogarty, Timothy
Foley, Patrick and Margaret Askew
Foltz, Charlie
Fraser, Michael and Kate
Freix, Shannon
Friedman, Marshall and Kathryn
Fuller, Putt and Kirsten
Fuller, William
Future Flooring Group
Gagen, Daniel and Paul Chartrand
Gallagher, Barbara and Sean*
Garbacz, James and Laura*
Gardner, Keith and Lindsey
Gardner, Tyler and Robin
Garrison, Greg and Kathy*
Gense, David and Rene
Gentry, Janelle
Gersh, Judah and Tanya
Gersh, Bob and Kay*
Getts, Andrea
Gist, Steve and Ginny
Glacier Bank*
Glacier Guides and Montana Raft
Glacier Jet Center*
Goedecke, Peter
Goguen, Michael and Jamie

Hertlein, Josh and Peggy
Hickok, Doug and Lisa
Hildner, Richard and Suzanne*
Hines, Roderick and Doris
Hobbs, Russ and Linda*
Holdhusen, Chris
Hollo, Thomas and Dorothy Drury
Holloway, Matt and Corrie
Hosek, Dusty*
Howard, Steve and Jodi*
Howard, Trevor and Kacy*
Howell, Leah
Hudak, Andy
Hunt, Will and Leslie*
Hurley, Dennis
Hyer, Jeff
Ila B. Dousman Fund*
Iron Horse Foundation*
Iron Horse Golf Club*
Iverson, Carley
Jacobs, Margo
Jacobsen Family
Jacobsen, David and Janice*
James A. Reep Family Foundation*
Janeway, Willie
Janni, Scott
Jarrendt, Ralph and Linda*
JCCS CPAs*
Jensen, Jeff and Lou Anne
Jenson, Mike and Barbara*
Jeremiassen, Paul and Ann*
Johanson, Douglas and Kristen
Johnson, Dan and Leslie
Jones, Bill and Ann*
Jones, Jonny and Brenda
Jones, Mark and Robyn*
Jones, Richard and Mary Siloti
Jungerman, Mark and Molly Miller*
Kahle, Bill and Sharon
Kartsonis, Mike and Melinda
Katzman, Gail
Katzoff, Jan and Lynn
Keil, Stuart
Kelton, Rachel*
Kermath, Lorne and Leslie
King, A.J. and Gina
King, John and Maureen*

Kinonen, Rick
Kipp, Cliff and Cassidy
Kirk, Philip and Lesia*
Klepper, Eleanore
Kneeland Family
Knox, Steve
Kola, Joe and Tracy
Kraft, Catherine*
Kramer, John and Jon McBride*
Kuennen, Norman and Mary Reed
Kuhn, Walter and Nancy
Kulzer, Ross and Miranda
Kuntz, Jon and Jesse
Kushniruk, Marshal and 
   Julie Williams*
Lacey, John and Dana
LaChance, Tom and Cindy
Lamb, Paul and Yvonne*
LaPoint, James and Sandy
Larence, Frank and Ginny*
LaRocca, Lindsey
Latimer, Jay and Mignon*
Latimer, Nancy
Lawrence, Benny
LeBeau, Michael and Linda
Leftwich, Frank and Gerry*
Lesar, Dave and Sherry*
Lewensohn, Leonard and Carol
Lieberthal, Ken and Jane
Lillard, Sydney and Karen Perser
Littleton, David and Susan Stevenson
Lojeski, Ed and Maureen Bolton
Longhart, Fred and Marjory McClaren
Lovering, Neil and Judith
Lozman, Josh and Kristen Sramek
Luedke, Bret and Ruth*
Lundgren, Nancy
Luoma, Dick and Kay*
Lupton, William
Lust, Kim
Lutes, Duncan and Deb
Lyon, Julie
MacLaren, Scotty and Gayle*
Maetzold, Charlie and Linda*
Magnuson, Rick and Allison*
Malone, Janet
Mama Blanca’s Latin Fusion

Martin, John and Sarabeth
Martinez, Larry and Anne
Mayo, Jan*
McCabe, Jimmy and Colleen
McCabe, Murray and Libby*
McCann, Paul and Janice*
McCarty, Charles and Annie Lent*
McClure, Thomas and Christina
McDonald, Graham
McGarvey, Allan and Valeri
McKinney, Jono and Laurie*
McMahon, John and Joan
McPherson, Marilyn and William
McSweeney, Jimmy
Meade, Tom
Mehl, Marty and Mary Jo
Meislik Family*
Meneghin, Mark
Merle, Denise
Michael H. Meszaros Estate
Mihelish, Bruce and Pamela
Miles, Mary Anne
Milisci, Abbie*
Miller, Brian and Heidi
Miller, Lemuel
Miller, Lori*
Miller, Necile
Miller, Ron and Jean*
Milton, Max
Minatra, Amanda
Minchew, Randy and Teresa*
Montanye, David and Emmy
Monzingo, Betty
Moody, Karl and Carol*
Moore, Tracy
Moran, Matt and Ellen*
Moran, Thomas and Nancy*
Morand, Tom
Morse Drywall & Construction
Moss, Chris
Mueller, Christopher
Muller, Mikayla
Mumma, Harlan and Nancy Hyde
Myers Jr, William G.
Naumovich, Lech and Drea Beale
Nelson, Brian and Carolyn
Nelson, Dan and Deana

Nelson, Douglas and Barbara*
Nelson, Leif and Gloria*
Nelson, Rick and Marilyn
Newton, Doug and  
   Amy Johannes
Nickell, Kim
Nitopi, Tom and Terrie
Norheim, Robert and Elizabeth
Oemichen, Brett and Sue
Oleson, Doug and Beverly*
O’Neil, Ivan
O’Neil, Marcia*
Onstead, Randall and Pam
Origitano, TC and Claudine*
Ostman, Marcia
Oswald, Julie
Paone, Bill and Robin
Park Side Credit Union*
Parrish, David and Missy
Parsons, Larry and Val
Peachey, Meghan
Pemberton, Joel and Chantel
Pentrack, Jennifer
Perella, Vin and Pam
Perez, Juan and Daria
Perl, Dan and Sandy*
Peterson, Susy
Phillips, Randy and Lisa Rigoli
Pickert, Ross and Coco
Plumb, Hannah
Powell, Charles and Shelby
Powers, Mary Drew
Prevot, Margie and Roger
Proto, Jonathan and Natasha
Puffer, Blanche
Pursuit Glacier Park Collection
Quinn Family*
Ramlow, Hugh*
Ramlow, Jim
Reed, Doug and Nikki*
Reggie’s Quick Lube
Reich, Victoria
Reid, Louisa
Reisch, Danelle
Repke, John
Richards, Kim and Jan
Ricklefs, Hank and Sue*

WCF | 25th Anniversary Report WCF | 25th Anniversary Report 3130 WCF | 25th Anniversary Report 31WCF | 25th Anniversary Report30



in memoriam
Tom Quinn (1945-2025)
Board member 2013-2016

Whitefish Community Foundation and nonprofits throughout 
the Flathead Valley lost a generous, kind, and thoughtful 
friend earlier this year with the passing of Tom Quinn. When 
Tom and Teresa Quinn moved to Whitefish in 2007, they 
made getting involved with the community a top priority. 
They connected with Whitefish Community Foundation, 
where Tom would serve several years on the Board of 
Directors and the Grants Committee. In 2019 he was 
named an emeritus board member in recognition of his 
distinguished service and contributions. 

At Whitefish Community Foundation’s annual Community 
Grant Awards Celebration in April, Caeli Quinn presented the 
Tom Quinn Memorial Award and an accompanying $25,000 
gift to Whitefish Education Foundation to replace musical 
instruments at the middle and high schools. When presenting 
the award, Caeli shared this tribute to her father on behalf of 
their family:

“Many of you might remember my dad. Whether tracing 
back to his upbringing on horseback on a Nebraska farm or 
during his busy career as a doctor in Florida, what was always 
evident was his kindness, his peaceful nature, his generosity, 
and that ever-present smile. He approached everything he 
did with quiet purpose.

And when my parents chose Whitefish as their forever 
home back in 2007, Tom and Teresa didn’t waste a moment. 
They immediately connected with Whitefish Community 
Foundation, eager to learn how they could contribute 
meaningfully to this valley they already loved.

Tom joined the board and the Grants Committee, and he 
dove deep into understanding the rich tapestry of our local 
nonprofits, becoming a dedicated advocate and donor. As 
some former board members have reminded me, whenever 
there was a question of the best path forward, Dad’s guiding 
thought was often, ‘How can we find a way to give more?’

in memory of:
Terry Abell

Dee Beightol
Harry Brown
Bill Campbell

Carolyn Doney Smith
Helene Doney
Roger Doney

James Garbacz
David Germann
Edwin John Gilk

Norma Hornbacher
Barb Janni

Margaret Johnson
Sybil Kinonen

Lena and Richard Lamphere
Tim Love

Sam McGough
Jerry Meislik
Ben Parsons
Tom Quinn

Doris Schumm
Bonnie Smith

Claire Strickler
Geri Uecker

Virginia Weldon

His passions were clear—wildlife, conservation, and 
supporting those facing the greatest challenges in our world, 
especially women and children. But what you might not 
know was his passion for the arts. I grew up with a steady 
soundtrack of Broadway, jazz, and classical music – and yes, 
I’ll admit to sleeping through more than a few operas as a 
child! The arts were a joyful presence in our lives.

So, when Dad passed away, and we learned about a special 
project through the Whitefish Education Foundation, it felt 
like the perfect way to honor his memory—combining his love 
for this community with his love for the arts.

It is such a magical thing that our local schools offer every 
child the chance—in fact, require them—to experience playing 
an instrument. That’s not standard across the country, and 
we know the profound, proven impact musical education 
has: boosting academic outcomes, improving literacy, and 
encouraging graduation.

These current instruments have faithfully served generations 
for nearly 70 years. Our family wants to be part of ensuring 
that for the next 70 years, vibrant musical education thrives in 
this community. It is with incredible joy tonight that, on behalf 
of our family and Tom’s greatest love of all, Teresa, that we are 
donating $25,000 to jumpstart the campaign to replace the 
orchestra instruments right here at the Whitefish schools.

Thank you to the Whitefish Education Foundation for leading 
this important charge, and thank you to the incredible music 
teachers who bring the gift of music to our students every 
single day. It’s an honor to support your work in Tom’s name.”

“How can we find a way 
 to give more?”

* Indicates donors who have  
made a charitable contribution 
annually for the past five to nine 
consecutive years.  

Bold * indicates donors who have 
made a charitable contribution  
annually for the past 10 or more  
consecutive years.

Every effort is made to correctly list 
and thank each donor who allows us 
to make a public acknowledgement 
of their gifts to Whitefish Community 
Foundation. If your name is missing or 
incorrect, we apologize for our error. 
Please contact us with corrections at 
(406) 863-1781 or contact@whitefish 
communityfoundation.org.  
Thank you.

Thank you, 2024 donors!

Risen Christ Catholic Church*
Ronga, Sharron
Rooney, Lawrence and Rosalia
Rosenberg, Ron and Karen*
Rowntree, Walter and 
   Laura Reynolds*
Roy, John and Kristen
Rudnicki, Stacy*
Ruhana, George and Kim*
Russell, Michael and  
   Sally Cameron-Russell
Ryan, Melinda*
Rygg, Charlene*
Salonen, Kristin
Sand, Wayne
Sanderude, Paul and Summer
Sanderude, Scott and Julie*
Sandry Construction Company, Inc.
Sankar, Suzanne
Santa, John and Carol
Schatte, Erica
Schellinger, Al and Sandy
Schlinger, Stacy*
Schmidt, Eric and  
   Deven Robinson*
Schmidt, Mark*
Scholten, Kevin and Liz
Schonsberg, Lucas
Schradle, Philip and Gail Gredler
Schroeter, Franklin
Schuber, Charles and Nancy
Schulte, Greg and Barb
Schultz, Jeanie
Schwartzenberger, Kevin and Kelli
Scott, Toby
Seed, Sara
Seibert, Tyler and Jennifer
Seigmund, Peter and Jill
Shaw, Mike and Marie*
Shaw, Van and Marla
Shea, Richard
Shennan, Jamie and Janna*
Sherman, Roger and Susan
Short, Dan and Kim*

Silverman, Paul and Connie*
Simmons, Bill and Kathy
Siomos, Vassilis and Austine*
Siu, Albert and Randi
Sliter, Everit and Nikki
Slone, Deborah
Smiley, Doc (Paul) and Terri
Smith, G. Stacy and Ashley
Smith, Josh and Judy
Smith, Kevin and Jill
Smith, Linda
Smith, Lucy
Smith, Mark and Jennifer
Smith, Will and Bonnie*
Smith, William G. and Martha
Snyder, Debbie
Snyder, Elaine
Sokol, Annelise
Spector, Elyssa
Spitz, David
Spragg, Roger and Carole*
Spring, Jason and 
    Angie St. Onge
Stack, Jim and Lisa
Stearns, Chuck and Rita Braun
Stein, Gus and Jen*
Stevens, Rob and Margy*
Stevens, Sharon
Stimpson, Kim and Kelly*
Stine, Craig and Kathy
Stockman Bank
Stokes, David and Nancy*
Stolte, Don and Linda
Straka, Sara*
Streeter, David
Streich, Marion
Strong Fund
Strong, Greg and Alanna
Stroud, Jim and Jill
Sullivan, Roger
Summit Beverage
Svennungsen, Rock and Joanie*
Swope, JeanAnne*
Tafelski, Patricia

Tannehill, Bruce and
    Gail Cleveland*
Taylor, Kent and Kim*
Taylor, Travis and Jordan*
Teal, Roy and Debbie
Temple, Chris and Meg
Thiel, Celena
Thomas, Genevieve
Thomas, Rob and Darcy
Thompson, Jesse and Nancy
Thompson, Steve and 
    Nancy Woodruff
Three Rivers Bank of Montana
Tickle, Sam and Julie
Timms, Ford
Tinkler, Edie*
Todd, Jetta
Tracker+Scout
Trundle, John and Sylvia*
Tucker, Scott and Heather
Tupy, Alexandra
Turner, Garrett and Priscilla
Turner, Jim and Toni
Ullman, Judy
Usibelli, Mitchel and Michele*
VanDenburgh, John and Kristen
Viens, Andy and Linda*
Vine, Tagen and Carrie
Vision Dental Arts
Voyles, Robb and Lori*
Wallace, Matt and Danielle LeBlanc
Waller, Rob and Julie
Walton, Bill and Dori*
Ward, Ben and Katie*
Warner, Michelle
Warning, Mike and Leslie*
Warrick, Alan and Boots*
Waters West Fly Fishing Outfitters
Watson, Jim and Carol Bibler*
Weber, Joseph and Melissa Hollatz
Weiss, Noam and Sophia
Wessels, Ken and Byrdie*
Westermark, Mary Jane
Whisler, Steve and Ardy*
Whitefish Credit Union*
Wick, Bryan and Patty
Wilcox, Megan

Williams, Dave and Judy*
Williams, Larry and Rebecca
Williams, Lyell and Nancy
Williams, Rick and Sue
Williamson, Hal and Mary*
Willison, Pamela
Wilson, Brian and Meggen
Wilson, John and Marjorie
Winkel, Dennis
Wise, Doug and Bet*
Witt, John and Susan*
Witty, Mike
Wolf, Debra*
Wolf, Trisha
Wollett, Fritz
Wollner, Dave and Sue
Wright, Beau and Smith Works
Wynne, Tom
Young, Alison*
Young, Dennis and Joan
Ziegler, David*
Ziegler, James*

In-Kind Donors:
Bigfork Eagle
Billy Angel
Bonsai Brewing Project
Buffalo Café
Daily Inter Lake
Dancing Spirit Ranch
First Interstate Bank
Flathead Valley Community College
Glacier Traffic Products
Gravity Shots
Grouse Mountain Lodge
Hammer Nutrition
Hungry Horse News
Hurraw!
Iron Horse Golf Club
KGEZ AM 600 and FM 96.5
Lori Miller Law
Somers Mansion
Summit Beverage
Sweet Peaks
Three Rivers Bank
Trovare
The Wave Aquatic & Fitness Center

Wachholz College Center
Whipsaw Creative
Whitefish Lake Restaurant
Whitefish Mountain Resort
Whitefish Pilot
Whitefish Theatre Co.
Wolf Auto Group

tributes:
Richard and Carol Atkinson
Bill Campbell
Ronnie Crow
Kay Gersh
Linda Engh-Grady and Dave Grady
Cyrus Hadidi
John Kramer
Lois and Wayne Marshall
Sarah Nuckolls
Katie Sako
Jay Shaver and Cathy Relf
Moe and Catherine Stein
Mike Warning
Dan Weinberg and Family
Zach Weinberg and Family
Virginia Weldon
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Caeli Quinn

Doug Reed
Vice Chair

Monica Pastor

Emeritus Board  
Ex Officio:  

John Collins
Dave Dittman
John Kramer
Mike Jenson

Jay Latimer
Ken Wessels

Jeff AllenBrenden Craig
Treasurer

Ardy Whisler
Nom/Gov Chair

Greg Garrison
Board Chair

Laura Garbacz
Strategic Growth Chair

Gordon Cross
Kids Fund Chair

Sherry Lesar

Carol Atkinson

Hank Ricklefs

John Witt

Lucy Smith

Betsy Bayne
Scholarship Chair

G. Stacy Smith
Investment Chair

thank you, 
outgoing 
board 
members!

whitefish community foundation 
board of directors

 l
ea

d
er

sh
ip

of

Linda Maetzold
Grants Chair

Jamie Shennan

Maureen Casey

Giving together for the flathead valley 

P.O. Box 1060 • 214 2nd Street West
Whitefish, Montana 59937
406-863-1781
contact@whitefishcommunityfoundation.org
whitefishcommunityfoundation.org

Alan Davis  President/CEO
Daria Perez  Chief Financial Officer
Laura Abernethy  Administrative Assistant 
Lynnette Donaldson  Director of Programs 
Liz Scholten  Associate Director of Finance 
Jill Seigmund  Director of Marketing and Communications 

our team

leadership circle
PAST BOARD CHAIRS:
Mike Jenson 2000–2004
Dave Stewart 2005–2007
Paul Johannsen 2008–2010
Carol B. Atkinson 2011–2013
David Dittman 2014–2016
Ken Wessels 2017–2018
Linda Maetzold 2019–2021
Ardy Whisler  2022-2023

Graphic Design: Robin Sorg, LLC

Foundations National Standards Compliant
National Standards establish legal, ethical, 
and effective practices, and assure donors, 

government, and media of our commitment 
to best practices. To achieve this certification, 

community foundations go through a 
rigorous peer review of organizational and 

financial policies and procedures. Community 
foundations use these standards to promote 

self-regulation and set consistent expectations 
for their boards. These standards provide a 

framework for best practices.

Charles Abell
Lin Akey
Richard Atkinson 
John Bartlett 
Duane Bauch
Pat Carloss 
Janice Case
Bob Chambers
John Collins
Diane Conradi 
David Dittman  
Amy Eddy
Bart Erickson
Sarah Fitzgerald
Judah Gersh
Marty Gilman
Joe Gregory 
Jeff Hamilton  
Gerald Hanson
Connie Heckathorn* 
Lynnette Hintze*
Jerry House
Dick Hughes
Mike Jenson
Paul Johannsen*
Jim Kenyon
John Kramer
Mark Kvamme 
Greg Lane
Jay Latimer

Bob McConnell
Lori Miller
Ellen Moran  
Frank Morrison* 
Tom Muri 
Don Nelson* 
Roland Newton*
John Phelps 
Jami Phillips 
Jo Em Purdy*
Tom Quinn* 
Christopher Ridder
Rox Rogers
Karen Rosenberg  
Doris Schumm*
Mike Shaw  
Richard Solberg
Bonnie Smith*
David Stewart*
Kristin Tabor 
Kelly Talsma 
Stephanie Walls 
Shawn Watts 
Gayle Weinberg
Virginia Weldon* 
Ken Wessels

* Deceased

We are grateful for the leadership of  
the following individuals who  
have previously served on the 

Foundation’s Board of Directors.
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Whitefish Community Foundation  
brings together donors and nonprofits  

to cultivate a passion for giving and improve the quality of life 
 for everyone in the Flathead Valley


